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SPATIAL ARRANGEMENTS OF PREPOSITION “ON”
A.Eshonkulov, D.Musayeva, Karshi state university

The simplest type of spatial arrangements containing prepositional constructions in
Lnglish generally constitutes of three elements, one preposition and two nouns.

The nouns refer to an object to be located and a reference object, the preposition
refers to the spatial relationship between the Figure and the Ground.

Let's consider the following examples: (1) a) a book on the table; b) a book is on
the table. |

As in the examples (1), a spatial cxpression is constructed simply using a noun and
a prepositional construction that defines the preceding noun as shown in (1a).

It mayalso be structured around a copular verb as shown in (1b). There are also
spatial expressions that are not composed of threc constituents.

For instance, an cxpression “The book is nearby’, has only one noun and one
preposition instead of two nouns, since the Ground object can be understood from the
context. The environments in which a spatial expression appears are differentiated, but
the most important point is the spatial preposition.

Prepositions are one ol the main linguistic clements that are used to determine
spatial relationships between ligure objects and Ground objects. One of the main
functions for spatial prepositions is to show a specific location in a large space, for

example. the preposition in limits the location of a Figure within a Ground.
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['he preposition on. at, and in are within the top 10 in terms of usage, frequency is
a scope ol probability of usefulness and high frequency words constitute a main
vocabulary. Besides the rank in the frequency list, the number of senses also affects the
selection of the preposition in this article. Preposition “on™ contains twenty-nine senses
as a preposition, among which there are spatial senses as well as temporal senses and
others, oo, The number of senses is nineteen for the preposition at, seven for in, thirteen
lor over, and twelve for under. These many senses of the prepositions are listed in many
dictonaries. In this article it has been presented various configurations and senses for
the spatial preposition “on™. The preposition on describes ‘support’, ‘contact’, or
“contiguity " relationships that exist between the Figure and the Ground objects.

Most often the Figure is in physical relationship with the surface of the Ground.
lhe same preposition can express multiple spatial relations. The examples in (2)
deseribe how Figure objects are placed relative to the surface of the Ground objects.

They show a wide difference of contact relations depending on the manner in
which the Figures and the Grounds are physically related: (2) a. There is a tablecloth
on the wable. “cover™: b. John put the poster on the wall. *attachment’; ¢. There are pears
on the branch. “hanging’: d. John has a scar on his face. ‘unification’; e. The picture on
the cover ol the books is ugly. *part of™; f. The house on the lake is reserved. ‘adjoining’

In (2a). the Figure. a tablecloth, is in contact with the Ground, the table, in the term
of covering it. The Figure, the poster, is in contact with the Ground, the wall, in the
meaning ol attachment to it (2b) and pears are in contact as a manner of hanging from
the branch in (2¢). The rest of the examples, (2d), (2e) and (2f), express various types of
contacts such as unification, being part of, and adjoining, respectively. These diverse
meanings demonstrate that Figure objects can be located in different places in relation
to the Ground even when the same preposition is used. The regions of the Ground
objects can vary. The region of contact with the Figure is the surface of the Ground (2a).

['he supporting regions ol the Ground object can be vertical as in (2b). The region
pertaining to the example (2) is adjacency of the Ground object. The region is a

specilic part of the Ground and it can vary according to spatial relationships.
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l'or instance. the regions can be identified as a surface, an interior, or broad
exterior arcas of the Ground. The upper surface of the Ground object supports the
[Figure object against the force of gravity. The various types of contact relations between
Figures and Grounds show that a specific Figure can be assigned a different region in

Jation o o Ground on the basis of context knowledge. The choice among prepositions
that describe a particular spatial scene is typically the outcome of the interaction among
quite complicated perceptual, geometric, pragmatic and conventional factors.
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HPOLJAEMA UH IMBUWILIY AIUBAIUA HHOJAT'OTOBKH CTYJAEHTOB
B YCJOBUSIX COBPEMEHHOW CUTYALIMU
H. IO yramies, npenojiasareib MeR(Pary IbTeTCKON Kapeapbl
«Pu3uaeckoil KYabTypol 1 cnopra» Aual’y um. 3.M.baoypa,
JLPyeramos, ronent, MeRParRyabTerckol Kapeapol
«Pu3ndeckoi KYAbTYpbl 0 cnopra» Awal’yY um. 3.M.babypa
poOaema vy msu/yamsamuy — odyvenus  Bcerjla  Obl1a  3HauMMa B
HE O MUCCKOR  Havke.  Anaius  1ICHXOJION0-11€/1aIOlHYEeCKUX  JIMTEpaTypHbIX
HCTOMHMKOB 1IOKA3@1, Y10 CaMbIC 1ICPBbIC BbICKA3blBAHUS O HEOOXOJAMMOCTH y4era
ML MBI YA ILHBIX 0CODCHIOCTEH  00YHAIOIIMXCs W IIPUMCHEHUST WHUBH/IYyabHOIo
Ho/xo1a K aum cseaann eme SLAKomenckum. Oinako, HECMOTPST Ha CYIIECTBEHHY IO
HIMPOTY MCCIC/I0BAINH, M3YUCHHUEC 11e/1ar0I'MUCCKUX BO3MOKHOCTEH HHAMBHLYalIn3aliun
OOVHCHHMS B BY3IC PACCMOTPCHBI  HEJOCTATOMHO, @ TEPMHUH «HMHAMBHAYyaIU3allus

Ul_i:» SCHH CIVICHTOB HE UMCCT CcTaryca YeTKO Olpe/IC/ICHHOI0 HaYYHOI'O [TOHATHS.
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