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Introduction 

 Education at any age is encouraged in Uzbekistan. New methods and 

technologies are created based on the national needs. The basic principals of Education in 

Uzbekistan are democratization and humanization. Education of Uzbekistan helps the 

Government to solve many economical and social problems. The teachers of Uzbekistan 

have tremendously contributed towards Uzbekistan Education. 

In the century of globalization and increasing competition, in which we live 

now, only as a result of persistent and determined progression ahead on the way of cardinal 

reforms and modernization we can achieve the perspective goal, which we have set before 

ourselves, i.e. to join the ranks of developed democratic and flourishing states, provide our 

people worthy living standards. 

 An important question for every society—and most particularly for 

emerging as well as established democracies—is how to educate the young so that they 

become competent, responsible, and knowledgeable citizens. That is a challenge of 

overriding importance. Not only does the quality of life in a democracy depend upon how 

well that challenge is met. So, too, does the stability—indeed, the endurance of democracy 

itself is contingent on the competence, commitment, and caring of its citizens. 

An infant may be born a citizen in the eyes of the law, but transforming a 

human being into a citizen who can participate effectively and responsibly in a democratic 

society is a lengthy and demanding task. 

 The government policies of Uzbekistan have build up 50,000 new 

educational institutes annually for the past few years. More schools are yet required to 

fulfil the public demand. All the educational institutes of Uzbekistan aim at educational 

development. They follow certain principles, such as:  

-Modifying and further improving the educational and socializing content  

-Developing new schools, curriculum and textbooks  

-Stress on individual capability and talent  

-Vocational and Professional training, keeping in mind the changing  

economical needs  

-Raising Uzbekistan’s educational system to match the international standards  



 4 

 The deep economic and social-political transformations currently taken 

place in Uzbekistan become a cornerstone for reestablishing and upgrading the whole 

system of education. And the foreign language as general aid of communication is in the 

focus of our attention. Cooperation with international organizations,  implementing new 

technologies, integration of our Republic into world’ economy- all of these suggests great 

possibilities for the youth, and especially for the English teachers and learners.  

 The subject of my course paper is very interesting and worthy to discus: 

―The components of phonetic structure of English‖.  

The problem of my work is concerned with Theoretical Phonetics and 

Phonoslogy.  

The aim of my course paper is study deeply investigate the works of 

phoneticians and analyze the components of phonetic structure of English .  

This course paper consists of the introductory, three chapters, conclusion and 

the list of used literature. 

The chapters are: 1.  The system of its segmental phonemes  

2. The syllabic structure of words 

3. The accentual structure of words  

4. The intonational structure 

  

Chapter I  The system of its segmental phonemes 

 

The phonetic system of language is a set of phonetic units arranged in an 

orderly way to replace each other in a given framework. Phonetics is divided into two 

major components (or systems): segmental phonetics, which is concerned with individual 

sounds (i.e. "segments" of speech) and suprasegmental phonetics dealing with the larger 

units of connected speech: syllables, words, phrases and texts. 

1. Segmental units are sounds of speech (vowels and consonants) which form 

the vocalic and consonantal systems; 

2. Suprasegmental, or prosodic, units are syllables, accentual (rhythmic) units, 

intonation groups, utterances, which form the subsystem of pitch, stress, rhythm, tempo, 

pauses. 
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Now we may define phonetics as a branch of linguistics that studies speech 

sounds in the broad sense, comprising segmental sounds, suprasegmental units and 

prosodic phenomena (pith, stress, tempo, rhythm, pauses). 

Let us consider the four components of the phonetic system of language. 

The first and the basic component of the phonetic structure of language is the 

system of its segmental phonemes existing in the material form of their allophones. The 

phonemic component has 3 aspects, or manifestations: 

1. the system of its phonemes as discrete isolated units; 

2. the distribution of the allophones of the phonemes; 

3. the methods of joining speech sounds together in words and at their junction, 

or the methods of effecting VC, CV, CC, and VV transitions. 

The second component is the syllabic structure of words. The syllabic structure 

has two aspects, which are inseparable from each other: syllable formation and syllable 

division. 

The third component is the accentual structure of words as items of vocabulary 

(i.e. as pronounced in isolation). The accentual structure of words has three aspects: the 

physical (acoustic) nature of word accent; the position of the accent in disyllabic and 

polysyllabic words; the degrees of word accent. 

The fourth component of the phonetic system is the intonational structure of 

utterances. The four components of the phonetic system of language (phonemic, syllabic, 

accentual and intonational) all constitute its pronunciation (in the broad sense of the term).  

There are two major classes of sounds traditionally distinguished in any language - 

consonants and vowels. The opposition "vowels vs. consonants" is a linguistic universal. 

The distinction is based mainly on auditory effect. Consonants are known to have voice 

and noise combined, while vowels are sounds consisting of voice only. From the 

articulatory point of view the difference is due to the work of speech organs. In case of 

vowels no obstruction is made, so on the perception level their integral characteristic is 

tone, not noise. In case of consonants various obstructions are made. So consonants are 

characterized by a complete, partial or intermittent blockage of the air passage. The closure 

is formed in such a way that the air stream is blocked or hindered or otherwise gives rise to 
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audible friction. As a result consonants are sounds which have noise as their indispensable 

characteristic. 

Russian phoneticians classify consonants according to the following principles: 1) 

degree of noise; 2) place of articulation; 3) manner of articulation; 4) position of the soft 

palate; 5) force of articulation. 

(I) There are few ways of seeing situation concerning the classification of English 

consonants. According to V.A. Vassilyev primary importance should be given to the type 

of obstruction and the manner of production noise. On this ground he distinguishes two 

large classes: 

a) occlusive, in the production of which a complete obstruction is formed; 

b) constrictive, in the production of which an incomplete obstruction is formed. 

Each of two classless is subdivided into noise consonants and sonorants. 

The system of consonant phonemes. Problem of affricates 

The phonological analysis of English consonant sounds helps to distinguish 24 

phonemes: [p, b, t, d, k, g, f, v, θ, ð, s, z, ∫, ж, h, t∫, dж, m, n, ŋ, w, r, 1, j]. Principles of 

classification suggested by Russian phoneticians provide the basis for establishing of the 

following distinctive oppositions in the system of English consonants: 

1. Degree of noise  bake - make, veal - wheel  

2. Place of articulation  labial vs. lingual pain — cane 

a. lingual vs. glottal  foam — home, care — hair, Tim - him 

3. Manner of articulation 

 3.1 occlusive vs. constrictive pine -fine, bat - that, bee - thee 

3.2 constrictive vs. affricates fare — chair, fail -jail 

3.3 constrictive unicentral vs. constrictive bicentral same – shame 

4. Work of the vocal cords and the force of articulation  

4.1 voiceless fortis vs. voiced lenis  

pen — Ben, ten - den, coat - goal  

5. Position of the soft palate  

5.1 oral vs. nasal  pit — pin, seek — seen 
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2. The syllabic structure in English 

 Speech can be broken into minimal pronounceable units into which sounds show a 

tendency to cluster or group. These smallest phonetic groups arc generally given the name 

of syllables. Being the smallest pronounceable units, syllables form morphemes, words and 

phrases. Each of these units is characterized by a certain syllabic structure. Thus a 

meaningful language unit phonetically may be considered from the point of view of 

syllable formation and syllable division. 

The syllable is a complicated phenomenon and like a phoneme it can be studied on 

four levels - articulatory, acoustic, auditory and functional. The complexity of the 

phenomenon gave rise to many theories. 

We could start with the so-called expiratory (chest pulse or pressure) theory by 

R.H. Stetson. This theory is based on the assumption that expiration in speech is a 

pulsating process and each syllable should correspond to a single expiration. So the 

number of syllables in an utterance is determined by the number of expirations made in the 

production of the utterance. This theory was strongly criticized by Russian and foreign 

linguists. G.P. Torsuyev, for example, wrote that in a phrase a number of words and 

consequently a number of syllables can be pronounced with a single expiration. This fact 

makes the validity of the theory doubtful. 

Another theory of syllable put forward by O. Jespersen is generally called the 

sonority theory. According to O. Jespersen, each sound is characterized by a certain degree 

of sonority which is understood us acoustic property of a sound that determines its 

perceptibility. According to this sound property a ranking of speech sounds could be 

the word plant for example we may use the following wave of sonority: [pla:nt]. According 

to V.A. Vasssilyev the most serious drawback of this theory is that it fails to explain the 

actual mechanism of syllable formation and syllable division. Besides, the concept of 

sonority is not very clearly defined. 

Further experimental work aimed to description of the syllable resulted in lot of 

other theories. However the question of articulatory mechanism of syllable in a still an 

open question in phonetics. We might suppose that this mechanism is similar in all 

languages and could be regarded as phonetic universal. 
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In Russian linguistics there has been adopted the theory of syllable by LV 

Shcherba. It is called the theory of muscular tension. In most languages there is the syllabic 

phoneme in the centre of the syllable which is usually a vowel phoneme or, in some 

languages, a sonorant. The phonemes preceding or following the syllabic peak are called 

marginal. The tense of articulation increases within the range of prevocalic consonants and 

then decreases within the range of postvocalic consonants. 

Russian linguist and psychologist N.I. Zhinkin has suggested the so-called loudness 

theory which seems to combine both production and perception levels. The experiments 

carried out by N.I. Zhinkin showed that the arc of loudness of perception level is formed 

due to variations of the volume pharyngeal passage which is modified by contractions of 

its walls. The narrowing of the passage and the increase in muscular tension which results 

from it reinforce the actual loudness of a vowel thus forming the peak of the syllabic. So 

the syllable is the arc оf loudness which correlates with the arc of articulatory effort on the 

speed production level since variations in loudness are due to the work of all speech 

mechanisms. 

It is perfectly obvious that no phonetician has succeeded so far in giving an 

adequate explanation of what the syllable is. The difficulties seem to arise from the various 

possibilities of approach to the unit. There exist two points of view: 

1. Sоme linguists consider the syllable to be a purely articulatory unit which lacks 

any functional value. This point of view is defended on the ground that the boundaries of 

syllables do not always coincide with those of morphemes. 

2. However the majority of linguists treat the syllable as the smallest pronounceable 

unit which can reveal some linguistic function. 

Trying to define the syllable from articulatory point of view we may talk about 

universals. When we mean the functional aspect of the syllable it should be defined with 

the reference to the structure of one particular language. 

The definition of the syllable from the functional point of view tends to single out 

the following features of the syllable: 

a) a syllable is a chain of phonemes of varying length; 

b) a syllable is constructed on the basis of contrast of its constituents (which is 

usually of vowel - consonant type); 
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c) the nucleus of a syllable is a vowel, the presence of consonants is optional; there 

are no languages in which vowels are not used as syllable nuclei, however, there are 

languages in which this function is performed by consonants; 

d) the distribution of phonemes in the syllabic structure follows by the rules which 

are specific enough for a particular language. 

2. The structure and functions of syllables in English 

Syllable formation in English is based on the phonological opposition vowel - 

consonant. Vowels are usually syllabic while consonants are not with the exceptions of [l], 

[m], [n], which become syllabic in a final position preceded by a noise consonant: bottle 

[bσtl], bottom [bσtm], button [b/\tn] and [r] (in those accents which pronounce [r]) perhaps 

[præps]. 

The structure of English syllables can be summarized as follows: 

• Many syllables have one or more consonants preceding the nucleus. These make 

up the syllable onset: me, so, plow. 

• Many syllables have one or more consonants, following the nucleus. They make 

up the syllable coda. They are traditionally known as closed syllables: cat, jump. 

• The combination of nucleus and coda has a special significance, making up the 

rhyming property of a syllable. 

The English language has developed the closed type of syllable as the fundamental 

one while in Russian it is the open type that forms the basis of syllable formation. 

The other aspect of this component is syllable division. The problem of syllable 

division in case of intervocalic consonants and their clusters, like in such words as city, 

extra, standing and others. 

Let us consider the first word ['sit.i]. There exist two possibilities: 

a) the point of syllable division is after the intervocalic consonant: 

b) the point of syllable division is inside the consonant. 

In both cases the first syllable remains closed because the shot vowel should 

remains check The result of instrumentally analyses show, that the point of syllable 
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division in such words is inside the intervocalic consonant. EPD indicates the point of 

division after the consonant. 

The second case. There are two syllables in the word extra but where should the 

boundary between them fall? 

1) [e - kstrə]. It is unlike that people would opt for a division between [e] and 

[kstrə] because there are no syllables in English which begin with consonant sequence 

[kstr]. 

2) Similarly, a division between [ekstr] and [ə] would be unnatural. 

3) [ek - strə], [eks - trə], [ekst - rə] are possible. People usually prefer either of the 

first two options here, but there no obvious way of deciding between them. 

In some cases we may take into account the morphemic structure of words. For 

example, standing consists of two syllables; on phonetic grounds [stæn - diŋ). on 

grammatical grounds [stænd - iŋ]. 

Now we shall consider two functions of the syllable. 

The first is constitutive function. It lies in its ability to be a part of a word itself. 

The syllables form language units of greater magnitude that is words, morphemes, and 

utterances. It this respect two things should be emphasized. First, the syllable is the unit 

within which the relations between distinctive features of phonemes and their acoustic 

correlates are revealed. Second, within a syllable (or syllables) prosodic characteristics of 

speech are realized, which form the stress pattern of a word and the intonation structure of 

an utterance. In sum, the syllable is a specific minimal structure of both segmental and 

suprasegmental features. 

The other function is distinctive one. In this respect the syllable is characterized by 

its ability to differentiate words and word-forms. One minimal pare has been found in 

English to illustrate the word distinctive function in the syllabic: nitrate — night-rate. 

There analogical distinction between word combinations can be illustrated by many more 

examples: an aim - a name; an ice house - a nice house, etc. Sometimes the difference in 

syllable division may be the basic ground for differentiation in such pairs as I saw her rise.- 

I saw her eyes; I saw the meat — I saw them eat. 

4. The accentual structure of words  
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The sequence of syllables in the word is not pronounced identically. The syllable or 

syllables which are uttered with more prominence than the other syllables of the word are 

said to be stressed or accented. Stress in the isolated word is termed word stress; stress in 

connected speech is termed sentence stress. 

Stress is defined differently by different authors. B.A. Bogoroditsky, for instance, 

defined stress as an increase of energy, accompanied by an increase of expiratory and 

articulatory activity. D. Jones defined stress as the degree of force, which is accompanied 

by a strong force of exhalation and gives an impression of loudness. H. Sweet also stated 

that stress, is connected with the force of breath. According to A.C. Gimson, the effect of 

prominence is achieved by any or all of four factors: force, tone, length and vowel colour. 

If we compare stressed and unstressed syllables in the words contract ['kσntrækt], 

to contract [kən'trækt], we may note that in the stressed syllable: 

(a) the force is greater, which is connected with more energetic articulation; 

(b) the pitch of voice is higher, which is connected with stronger tenseness of the 

vocal cords and the walls of the resonance chamber; 

(c) the quantity of the vowel [æ] in [kən'trækt] is greater, the vowel becomes 

longer; 

(d) the quality of the vowel [æ] in the stressed syllable is different from the quality 

of this vowel in the unstressed position, in which it is more narrow than ['æ]. 

On the auditory level a stressed syllable is the part of the word which has a special 

prominence. It is produced by a greater loudness and length, modifications in the pitch and 

quality. The physical correlates are: intensity, duration, frequency and the formant 

structure. All these features can be analyzed on the acoustic level. Word stress can be 

defined as the singling out of one or more syllables in a word, which is accompanied by the 

change of the force of utterance, pitch of the voice, qualitative and quantitative 

characteristics of the sound, which is usually a vowel. In different languages one of the 

factors constituting word stress is usually more significant than the others. According to 

the most important feature different types, of word stress are distinguished in different 

languages. 

1) If special prominence in a stressed syllable or syllables is achieved mainly 

through the intensity of articulation, such type of stress is called dynamic, or force stress. 
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2) If special prominence in a stressed syllable is achieved mainly through the 

change of pitch, or musical tone, such accent is called musical, or tonic. It is characteristic 

of the Japanese, Korean and other oriental languages. 

3) If special prominence in a stressed syllable is achieved through the changes in 

the quantity of the vowels, which are longer in the stressed syllables than in the unstressed 

ones, such type of stress is called quantitative. 

4) Qualitative type of stress is achieved through the changes in the quality of the 

vowel under stress. 

English word stress is traditionally defined as dynamic, but in fact, the special 

prominence of the stressed syllables is manifested in the English language not only through 

the increase of intensity, but also through the changes in the vowel quantity, consonant and 

vowel quality and pitch of the voice. 

Russian word stress is not only dynamic but mostly quantitative and qualitative. 

The length of Russian vowels always depends on the position in a word. 

Now we should like to distinguish the notions of word stress and sentence stress. 

They are first of all different in their sphere of application as they are applied to different 

language units: word stress is naturally applied to a word, as a linguistic unit, sentence 

stress is applied to a phrase. Secondly, the distinction of the rhythmic structure of a word 

and a phrase is clearly observed in the cases when the word stress in notional words is 

omitted in a phrase, e.g. I 'don't think he is 'right or when the rhythmic structure of the 

isolated word does not coincide with that of a phrase, e.g. 'Fifteen. 'Room Fifteen. 'Fifteen 

'pages. 

So in a speech chain the phonetic structure of a word obtains additional 

characteristics connected with rhythm, melody, and tempo. Though the sentence stress falls 

on the syllable marked by the word stress it is not realized in the stressed syllable of an 

isolated word but in a word within speech continuum. Since the spheres of word stress and 

sentence stress fall apart their functions are actually different. Sentence stress organizes a 

sentence into a linguistic unit, helps to form its rhythmic and intonation pattern, and 

performs its distinctive function on the level of a phrase. 

Stress difficulties peculiar to the accentual structure of the English language are 

connected with the vowel special and inherent prominence. In identical positions the 
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intensity of English vowels is different. The highest in intensity is /a:/, then go /о:, з:, i:, u:, 

æ, σ, e, υ, i/. 

All English vowels may occur in accented syllables, the only exception is /ə/, which 

is never stressed. English vowels /i, и, ə υ/ tend to occur in unstressed syllables. Syllables 

with the syllabic /1, m, n/ are never stressed. Unstressed diphthongs may partially lose 

their glide quality. In stressed syllables English stops have complete closure, fricatives 

have full friction, and features of fortis/lenis distinction are clearly defined. 

2. Place of word stress in English. Degrees of stress 

Languages are also differentiated according to the place of word stress. The 

traditional classification of languages concerning place of stress in a word is into those 

with a fixed stress and those with a free stress. In languages with a fixed stress the 

occurrence of the word stress is limited to a particular syllable in a polysyllabic word. For 

instance, in French the stress falls on the last syllable of the word (if pronounced in 

isolation), in Finnish and Czech it is fixed on the first syllable, in Polish on the one but last 

syllable. In languages with a free stress its place is not confined to a specific position in the 

word. In one word it may fall on the first syllable, in another on the second syllable, in the 

third word — on the last syllable, etc. The free placement of stress is exemplified in the 

English and Russian languages, e.g. English: 'appetite - be'ginning - ba'lloon; Russian: 

озеро - погода - молоко. 

The word stress in English as well as in Russian is not only free but it may also be 

shifting, performing the semantic function of differentiating lexical units, parts of speech, 

grammatical forms. In English word stress is used as a means of word-building; in Russian 

it marks both word-building and word formation, e.g. 'contrast — con'trast; 'habit — 

habitual 'music — mu'sician; дома — дома; чудная — чудная, воды — воды. 

There are actually as many degrees of stress in a word as there are syllables. The 

opinions of phoneticians differ as to how many degrees of stress are linguistically relevant 

in a word. The British linguists usually distinguish three degrees of stress in the word. A.C. 

Gimson, for example, shows the distribution of the degrees of stress in the word 

examination. The primary stress is the strongest, it is marked by number 1, the secondary 

stress is the second strongest marked by 2. All the other degrees are termed weak stress. 

Unstressed syllables are supposed to have weak stress. The American scholars B. Bloch 

and G. Trager find four contrastive degrees of word stress, namely: loud, reduced loud, 

medial and weak stresses. Other American linguists also distinguish four degrees of word 
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stress but term them: primary stress, secondary stress, tertiary stress and weak stress. The 

difference between the secondary and tertiary stresses is very subtle and seems subjective. 

The criteria of their difference are very vague. The second pretonic syllables of such words 

as libe'ration, recog'nition are marked by secondary stress in BrE, in AmE they are said to 

have tertiary stress. In AmE tertiary stress also affects the suffixes -ory, -ary, -ony of nouns 

and the suffixes –ate, -ize, -y of verbs, which are considered unstressed in BrE, e.g. 

'territory, 'ceremony, 'dictionary; 'demonstrate, 'organize, 'simplify. 

British linguists do not always deny the existence of tertiary stress as a tendency to 

use a tertiary stress on a post-tonic syllable in RP is also traced. 
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4. The intonational structure 

  Some linguists define intonation as variations of melody, others as variations 

of stress and melody. From our point of view, intonation is a complex unity of melody, 

stress and tempo, which are closely related. Nowadays there is another term ―prosody‖ 

which embraces the three prosodic components and substitutes the term ―intonation.‖ It is 

widely used in linguistic literature .Each syllable of the speech chain has a special pitch 

colouring. Some of the syllables have significant moves of tone: up and down. Each 

syllable bears a definite amount of loudness. Together with the tempo of speech they form 

an intonation pattern which is the basic unit of intonation. An intonation pattern contains 

one nucleus and may contain other stressed or unstressed syllables normally preceding or 

following the nucleus. Intonation patterns serve to actualize syntagms in speech, which are 

called intonation groups. Each intonation group may consist of one or more syntagms. The 

nuclear tone is the most important part of the intonation pattern without which it cannot 

exist at all. According to R. Kingdon the most important nuclear tones in English are: Low 

Fall- No; High Fall – No; Low Rise – No; High Rise – No; Fall Rise – No. With the help 

of intonation groups intonation may convey different emotions and feelings, it exists in 

grammatical categories.  Intonation manifests itself by means of prosodic units: a syllable, 

a rhythmic unit, an intonation group, an utterance. The smallest possible prosodic unit is a 

syllable. It may consist of one or two sounds.The syllable has no meaning of its own. The 

next prosodic unit is a rhythmic unit. The stressed syllables of a rhythmic unit form peaks 

of prominence, they tend to be pronounced  in such Germanic languages as English and 

German, as well as in Russian, at regular intervals producing‖ beats‖ between every two 

stressed syllables. Such languages are called to be stressed- timed. Form words are usually 

unstressed ( prepositions, conjunctions, auxiliary and modal verbs, personal and possessive 

pronouns are pronounced in their weak forms). Notional words, such as nouns, notional 

verbs, adjectives, adverbs. The rhythmic unit also contains a number of unstressed 

syllables, which are called clitics. The initial unstressed syllables that precede the nucleus 

are called proclitics, those that follow the nucleus are called enclitics. The enclitic 

tendency is more typical of English. The rhythmic groups are not meaningful. The next 

prosodic unit is intonation group, which is very often referred as a ―syntagm‖ or ―sense- 

group‖ as it is meaningful. The intonation group is a stretch of speech which may have the 

length of the whole phrase. The boundaries of an intonation group may be marked by stops 

of phonation,(temporal pauses). Utterance, being the next group, is perceived as a 

rhythmically organized segment of speech. Minimally, the utterance may consist of a 

nucleus only, maximally, it consists of a Pre- Head, Head, Nucleus and Tail. All prosodic 
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units are arranged taxonomically, while Pre- head, Head, Nucleus and Tail are 

autonomous. Prosodic subsystems are the components of intonation. The pitch (melody) is 

the main component of intonation. It manifests itself through the pitch variations upwards 

and downwards. The leading role in differentiating communicative types of utterances 

belongs to the terminal tone. Various combinations of the characteristics of the Pre-head, 

Head, (scale) and the terminal tone (Nucleus) form complicated and numerous melodic 

structures (intonation patterns).        

 In English there are ten basic melodic tone – groups (O.Connor, G. Arnold )  A 

special prominence given to one or more words in an utterance is called  u. stress. The 

distribution of stresses in an utterance depends on several factors. G. Torsuev points to the 

following factors: semantic, grammatical and rhythmical. The semantic centre of the 

utterance is singled out by the nuclear stress, where notional words are stressed and form- 

words are unstressed. The grammatical structure of the utterance also determines its 

accentual structure. The distribution of stresses in an u. is also affected by the rhythmical 

laws of the English language. All these factors are closely connected with one another, the 

semantic factor being the main one. Rhythm has been defined as regularity of stressed and 

unstressed syllables. As it has already been mentioned English has a stress –timed rhythm, 

it performs important linguistic functions, and it is the most important organizing factor. 

The tempo of speech is the rate at which utterances and their smaller units are pronounced. 

Tempo of speech may be determined by different factors. It may depend on the size of 

audience, the acoustic qualities of the room, the individuality of the speaker and extra 

linguistic factors. It also depends on changes in meaning. The tempo can also be used to 

express the speakers’ attitude or emotions. Everybody’s speech has some norms of tempo, 

duration, which affect the meaning. The speech is divided into units of different length and 

by means of pauses. Its function is to segment connected speech into utterances and 

intonation groups to delimit them from one another. Pauses are closely related with tempo.  

Phoneticians distinguish 3 main types of pauses: silent pauses, pauses of 

perception and voiced p. Intonation perform a number of functions. 1. The constitutive 

function. Intonation forms utterances as communicative units. It forms all communicative 

types- statements, questions, imperatives, exclamations and modal types. 2. The distinctive 

function manifests itself in several particular functions, depending on the meaning. These 

functions are: communicative- distinctive, modal – distinctive, culminative, syntactical- 

distinctive. 3. Identificatory function is to provide a basis for the hearer’s identification of 

the communicative and modal type of an utterance. 
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Word stress in a language performs three functions. 

1. Word stress constitutes a word, it organizes the syllables of a word into a 

language unit having a definite accentual structure, that is a pattern of relationship among 

the syllables; a word does not exist without the word stress Thus the word stress performs 

the constitutive function. Sound continuum becomes a phrase when it is divided into units 

organized by word stress into words. 

2. Word stress enables a person to identify a succession of syllables as a definite 

accentual pattern of a word. This function of word stress is known as identificatoiy(у него 

так в лекции) (or recognitive). Correct accentuation helps the listener to make the process 

of communication easier, whereas the distorted accentual pattern of words, misplaced word 

stresses prevent normal understanding. 

3. Word stress alone is capable of differentiating the meaning of words or their 

forms, thus performing its distinctive function. The accentual patterns of words or the 

degrees of word stress and their positions form oppositions, e.g. 'import — im'port, 'billow 

— below. 

The accentual structure of English words is liable to instability due to the different 

origin of several layers in the Modern English word-stock. In Germanic languages the 

word stress originally fell on the initial syllable or the second syllable, the root syllable in 

the English words with prefixes. This tendency was called recessive. Most English words 

of Anglo-Saxon origin as well as the French borrowings (dated back to the 15th century) 

are subjected to this recessive tendency. Unrestricted recessive tendency is observed in the 

native English words having no prefix, e.g. mother, daughter, brother, swallow, ,in 

assimilated French borrowings, e.g. reason, colour, restaurant. Restricted recessive 

tendency marks English words with prefixes, e.g. foresee, begin, withdraw, apart. A great 

number of words of Anglo-Saxon origin are monosyllabic or disyllabic, both notional 

words and form words. They tend to alternate in the flow of speech, e.g. 'don't be'lieve he's 

'right. 

The rhythm of alternating stressed and unstressed syllables gave birth to the 

rhythmical tendency in the present-day English which caused the appearance of the 

secondary stress in the multisyllabic French borrowings, e.g. revolution, organi'sation, 

assimilation, etc. It also explains the placement of primary stress on the third syllable from 

the end in three- and four-syllable words, e.g. 'cinema, 'situate, ar'ticulate. The interrelation 

of both the recessive and the rhythmical tendencies is traced in the process of accentual 
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assimilation of the French-borrowed word personal on the diachronic level, e.g. perso'nal 

— 'perso'nal — 'personal. 
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3. 

. Typology of accentual structures 

 

The numerous variations of English word stress are systematized in the 

typology of accentual structure of English words worked out by G.P. Torsuyev. He 

classifies them according to the number of stressed syllables, their degree or character (the 

main and the secondary stress). The distribution of stressed syllables within the word 

accentual types forms accentual structures of words. Accentual types and accentual 

structures are closely connected with the morphological type of words, with the number of 

syllables, the semantic value of the root and the prefix of the word. 

The accentual types are: 

1. ['___]. This accentual type marks both simple and compound words. The 

accentual structures of this type may include two and more syllables, e.g. 'fafher, 'possibly, 

'mother-in-law, 'gas-pipe. 

2. [ '_ '_ ]. The accentual type is commonly realized in compound words, most 

of them are with separable prefixes, e.g. 'radio-'active, 're'write, 'diso'bey. 

3. [ '_' _ '_ ] and 4. ['_' _ '_ '_]. The accentual types are met in initial compound 

abbreviations like 'U'S'A, 'U'S'S'R. 

5. ['_ ,___]. The type is realized both in simple and compound words, very 

common among compound words, e.g. 'hair-,dresser, 'substructure. 

6. [, _'___]. The accentual type marks a great number of simple words and some 

compound words as well. In simple words the stresses fall onto: 

1. the prefix and the root: maga'zine; 

2. the root and the suffix: ,hospi'tality; 

3. the prefix and the suffix: disorganization. 

The other five types are rare and found in small number of words. 

The data given above suggest an idea of the great variability in the accentual 

structure of English words. The most widely spread among the enumerated accentual types 
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are supposed to be Type 1, Type 2, Type 5 and Type 6. Each type includes varieties of 

definite accentual structures with different numbers of syllables and marks thousands of 

words. So the four of them cover the main bulk of most common English words and are 

therefore most typical for the English vocabulary. 

The variability of the word accentual structure is multiplied in connected 

speech. The accentual structure of words may be altered under the influence of rhythm, e.g. 

An 'unpolished 'stone but: The 'stone was un'polished. 

The tempo of speech may influence the accentual pattern of words. With the 

quickening of the speed the carefulness of articulation is diminished, the vowels are 

reduced or elided, the secondary stress may be dropped, e.g. The 'whole organi'zation of 

the 'meeting was 'faulty. 

 

 

   Conclusion 

 We may define phonetics as a branch of linguistics that studies speech sounds 

in the broad sense, comprising segmental sounds,  suprasegmental units and prosodic 

phenomena (pith, stress, tempo, rhythm, pauses). 

Let us consider the four components of the phonetic system of language. 

The first and the basic component of the phonetic structure of language is the 

system of its segmental phonemes existing in the material form of their allophones. The 

phonemic component has 3 aspects, or manifestations: 

1. the system of its phonemes as discrete isolated units; 

2. the distribution of the allophones of the phonemes; 

3. the methods of joining speech sounds together in words and at their junction, 

or the methods of effecting VC, CV, CC, and VV transitions. 

The second component is the syllabic structure of words. The syllabic structure 

has two aspects, which are inseparable from each other: syllable formation and syllable 

division. 

The third component is the accentual structure of words as items of vocabulary 

(i.e. as pronounced in isolation). The accentual structure of words has three aspects: the 
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physical (acoustic) nature of word accent; the position of the accent in disyllabic and 

polysyllabic words; the degrees of word accent. 

The fourth component of the phonetic system is the intonational structure of 

utterances. The four components of the phonetic system of language (phonemic, syllabic, 

accentual and intonational) all constitute its pronunciation (in the broad sense of the term).  
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