
Going to extremes
Relative clauses • Participles • Adverb collocations • The world around

TEST YOUR GRAM MAR

Complete the sentences with one of the relative pronouns.

who which where what when whose

My other brother,

1 The man

2
3

4

5

6 
7

you met was my brother.

______ lives in London, is a teacher.

______came as a bit of a shock.He suddenly decided to give up teaching,______

He says that_________ he wants to do is move to Australia.

His girlfriend,_________ parents live in Melbourne, is delighted.

They don’t know exactly_________ o r__________ they are going.

Their flat._________ they bought only last year, is up for sale.

8 The flat I want to buy is in Acacia Avenue.

In which sentences can the relative pronoun be replaced by that?

Underline the present and past participles in these sentences. 

Rewrite them with relative pronouns.

1 The woman standing next to him is his wife.
2 Most houses built in the sixteenth century are listed buildings.

PILOT SUPERSTAR
Relative clauses and participles

1 W hat do  you know  ab o u t John Travolta? 
Look at the pho tos and  read the text 
quickly. W h a t do  you learn ab o u t his 
lifestyle? W hat is his passion?

2 Read the text again an d  com plete it w ith 
the  clauses a -j.

a which is built
b who lives
c who isn’t full of his own importance 
d where the super-rich can commute
e including a Gulfstream executive jet
f whose $3.5 million mansion
g Walking out of his door 
h which means
i previously owned by Frank Sinatra
j most of whom share

Listen and  check your answers.
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3 Answ er the questions.

1 W hat kind o f  people live in Jum bolair?
2 Does John Travolta ow n three planes o r m ore than  

three?
3 W ho ow ned the Boeing 707 before Travolta?
4 W hat is Travolta’s hom e like?
5 W hy is it called ‘the u ltim ate  boys’ fantasy house’?
6 W hat is ‘a p t’ ab o u t the nam e o f  his son?
7 W hy d o n ’t the neighbours com plain  abou t the noise?
8 D oes Travolta behave like a typical film star?

W elcome to JUMBOLAIR, Florida -  the 
world’s only housing estate (1)______

to work by jet plane from their own front doors.

Ju m b o la i r ' s  m o s t  f a m o u s  re s id e n t  is H o l ly w o o d  fi lm s t a r
Jo h n  T ravo lta .  (2 )________ is b ig  e n o u g h  to  p a r k  a row
o f  a e ro p lan es ,  (3 )________ . a  tw o - s e a te r  j e t  f ighter,  a n d

a fo u r -eng ined  B oe ing  707, (4 )________ .
T ravo lta  h o ld s  a co m m erc ia l  p i lo t 's  licence,

(5 )________ he 's  q u a l i f ied  to  fly
p a s s e n g e r  j e t s .  H e  c a n  lan d  h is  p lan es  
a n d  tax i  them  u p  to  his  front ga tes .  H is

s u m p t u o u s  F lo r ida  hom e .  (6 )________
in th e  s ty le  o f  a n  a i r p o r t  te rm in a l  

bu ild ing ,  is the  u l t im a te  boys '  fan ta sy  house  
m a d e  real. A s  well a s  th e  p a r k i n g  lo ts  for 
the  j e t s ,  th e re  is a he lipo rt ,  s w im m i n g  pool 

a n d  g y m .  s ta b le s  fo r  75 ho rses ,  a n d  o f  
c o u rs e  a  1.4-mile run w ay . 

F am i ly  m a n  T ravo lta .
(7 )________ w i th  wife

Kelly, d a u g h te r  Ella 
Bleu, a n d  ap t ly  n a m e d  
son  Jett,  flies d a i ly  
f rom  h is  h o m e  
w h e n  f i lm ing.

(8 )________ a n d
into  th e  cockp it ,  
he is a i r b o rn e  in 
m in u te s .  H is  
n e ig h b o u rs ,
(9 )________ his
love o f  av ia t ion ,  

d o n ’t seem  to m in d  
the  r o a r  o f  h is  je t s .  

T h e y  say  t h a t  it 's  
nice to  m ee t  a

s u p e r s t a r  (10 )________ .
'H e ' s  j u s t  a r e g u la r  guy, very  

f r ien d ly ' ,  s ay s  one  ne ig h b o u r .

LANGUAGE FOCUS

Relative clauses
Relative clauses are like adjectives. They give more 
information about nouns.

We have a German neighbour who comes from Munich.

1 Read these sentences aloud paying attention to the 
punctuation. Underline the relative clauses.

I met a man who's a pilot.
M y  friend Adam, who lives in London, is a pilot.

The house which you walked past is my aunt's.
M y  aunt's house, which I don't like, is very modern.

2 In each pair of sentences which relative clause...

... tells us exactly who or what is being talked about?
(A defining relative clause)

... gives us an extra piece of information?
(A non-defining relative clause)

Explain the use of commas. How do they affect 
the pronunciation?

3 In which sentence in 1 can the relative pronoun be 
omitted? Why?

Present and past participles
Underline the participles in these sentences. Which are 
adjectives? Which are present and which past?

Who is that boring man standing at the bar?
The curtains and carpets included in the sale were old 

and worn.
They own four houses, including a ruined castle in Scotland. 
Having lost all his money, he was a broken man.

► ►  Grammar Reference pp149-150

PRACTICE
Pronunciation and punctuation

1 W ork w ith a partner. Read the sentences aloud, then 
w rite in the correct p u n c tu a tio n  w here necessary.

1 T he area o f  L ondon  I like best is Soho.
2 M y father w ho’s a docto r plays the drum s.
3 The book that I’m  reading at the m om ent is fascinating.
4 Paul passed his d riv ing  test first tim e w hich 

su rp rised  everybody.
5 People w ho sm oke risk getting  all sorts o f  illnesses.
6 I m et a m an w hose m ain  aim  in life was to  visit 

every capital city in the  world.
7 The C hannel T unnel w hich opened  in 1995 is a great 

way to  get from  England to  France.
8 W hat I like best abou t w ork is the holidays.
9 A sho rt bald m an seen ru n n in g  away from  the  scene 

o f  the  crim e is being sought by the police.

Listen and  com pare your p ronunc ia tion . Repeat 
the  sentences.
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Discussing grammar

2 Read these sentences and  decide w hich need 
more in fo rm ation  to  m ake sense.

1 The apple tree in o u r g a rd e n _________
needs to  be cu t dow n.
P e o p le _________ live longer.
She m arried  a m a n _________ .
T he G reat B arrier R e e f_________ is the
largest coral reef in  the world.
D id I show  you the  pho tog raphs

?

6 Let m e in troduce  you to  Petra James

7 I’m  looking for a b o o k _________ .
8 I was speaking to  s o m e o n e _________ .

Put these sentences in the correct sentences in 
exercise 2, rew riting  them  as relative clauses. 
Leave ou t the p ro n o u n  if possible.

She w orks in o u r Paris office.
You know  this person.
We to o k  th em  in Barbados.
She m et h im  on  holiday in  Turkey.
It practises G erm an gram m ar.
They do  regular exercise.
My g rand fa ther p lanted it sixty years ago. 
It is situated  o ff the no rth -east coast o f  
Australia.

Depress -ed or depress -ingl

4 W hich adjectives in  B do you th in k  go w ith 
the  topics in  A?

A B

1 exam results

2 a holiday

3 gossip

4 a journey

5 a job

6 a hard luck story

7 a TV documentary

8 a social situation

challenging/challenged

shocking/shocked

disappointing/disappointed

boring/bored

retaxing/relaxed

exhausting/exhausted

amusing/amused

embarrassing/embarrassed

Listen to  conversations abou t the 
topics. For each, say how  the w om an feels and  
why. Use the adjectives in B.

‘It’s ra in ing  again!’
‘O h , no! A nother m iserable day w hen we’re 

stuck indoors.’

C om plete  each pair o f  sentences w ith the correct form  o f  the sam e 
verb, once as a present participle {-ing) and  once as a past participle.

1 I h u rt m y l e g _________ football.
Bridge is a card g a m e _________ by fo u r people.

2 It s a y s_________ in Korea on m y cam era.
I have a job  in a c a f e _________ sandw iches.

3 I’ve spen t the  w hole m o r n in g _________ an essay.
O n the wall was som e g ra ff it i_________ in big letters.

4 G o o d s _________ in the sales can n o t be refunded.
I’ve spent all m y m o n e y _____
T he police caught the burg lar 
Careful! T here’s a lot o f ______

C hristm as presents. 
_____ in to  a house.
glass o n  the floor.

Making descriptions longer

6 Add all the w ords and  phrases from  the box to this sh o rt sentence 
to  m ake one long sentence.

A  wom an was sitting in her garden.

lost in her thoughts lazily going from rose to rose beautiful 
country watching a bee gathering honey young

She s depressed, f  The weather is depressing. )

l l - t l  Listen and  check.

7 W ork w ith a partner. C hoose tw o sentences and  m ake them  longer. 
Read them  aloud to  the class. W ho has the longest sentence?

1 A m an walked along the road.
2 Peter has a house in the countryside.
3 A n n  Croft, the actress, was seen having lunch in a restaurant.
4 The holiday was a disaster.
5 A boy fo u n d  a wallet in the street.

B l - M  Listen and  com pare your ideas.

8 F ind a p ictu re  in a m agazine, o r use the one  your teacher gives 
you. D escribe it to  a partner, w ithou t show ing it. C an your p a rtn e r 
draw  it?
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W hat’s the coldest, ho ttest, o r w ettest 
you’ve ever been? W here were you?
W hat were you doing? W ork in groups, 
and then tell the class.

You are going to listen to  Sim one and  
A nna recalling the ir extrem e experiences 
o f  heat and  cold. Look at the w ords and 
discuss w hat you th in k  happened.

Simone Anna

a night club a tram

the pyramids scarves
sunrise frozen nostrils
a taxi an anonymous landscape
a motorbike huge blocks of flats
heat exhaustion an old lady
rehydration salts bonfires

______ Listen to  S im one and  answ er the
questions.

1 W here was she?
2 W hat was the  tem perature?
3 W hat did she do that was stupid  or silly?
4 W hat k ind(s) o f  tran sp o rt d id  she use?
5 W here was she going to? Why?
6 W hat d id  she see w hen she arrived?
7 W ho did she meet? Was this person 

helpful?
8 H ow  did  the tem p era tu re  affect her?
9 W hat happened  in the  end?

4  Guess the  answers to  the  sam e questions 
about Anna’s story. Use the words in 
exercise 2 to  help.

5 Listen and  answ er the  questions in 
exercise 3 about Anna. Com pare your ideas.

Language work

6 C om plete the  sentences w ith the adverbs used by Sim one and  Anna.

completely dramatically exactly extremely 
profusely properly really seriously stupidly

1 It w a s _________ h o t and
2 We were sw e a tin g _______
3
4
5
6
7

we decided to  go dancing.

The tem pera tu re  r is e s _________ .
My bra in  w asn’t w o rk in g _________ .
It w a s _________ anonym ous, this landscape.
They all lo o k e d ___
I was beginning  to

the same.
panic.

SPOKEN ENGLISH Adding a comment

In conversation we can add a comment with which as an afterthought. This 
often expresses our reaction to what we have said.

He gave me a lift home, which was nice.

Add a suitable comment from B to Simones and Anna’s comments in A. 
Sometimes more than one is correct.

A B

1 We went dancing in temperatures 
of over 40°C,

2 My friends were worried I’d get lost,
3 We visited the pyramids at sunrise,
4 My nostrils actually froze,
5 This motorbike broke down in the desert,
6 The old lady didn't understand a 

word 1 said,

which is hard to believe, 
which was just amazing, 
which was rather a stupid thing to do. 
which was no joke, 
which was no laughing matter, 
which was understandable, 
which is hardly surprising because 

my Russian’s lousy.

Listen and check. Practise saying the comments with a partner.

2 Write sentences ending with a comment from B. Tell the class.

I missed the last bus home, which was no laughing matter.
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READING AND SPEAKING
Chukotka, the coldest place on earth THE COLDEST
1 Look at the photos. W hat do you th ink  links R om an 

A bram ovich w ith the tw o places?

2 Read these facts ab o u t C hukotka, the  coldest place on 
earth . W hich facts do you find surprising? W hich no t 
surprising? Why? Discuss w ith  a partner.

The people don’t use fridges or freezers.
There’s no crime.
It is a remote territory of Russia.
Its capital, Anadyr, is a boom town.
It’s too cold to play football.
One of the world’s richest men lives there.
The only flowers are the plastic ones.

3 Read the article quickly. Answer these questions and 
share in fo rm ation  w ith the class.

1 T here are five headings. W hat does each refer to?

2 For each fact in
exercise 2 find som e 
related in fo rm ation .

The people don’t use fridges 
or freezers. They hang their 
meat outside in plastic bags.

4 Read the article again and  answ er the questions.

1 W here exactly is C hukotka?
2 W hat is the  clim ate like? In w hat ways does it have 

‘w eird w eather’?
3 How does the clim ate affect the  daily lives o f  the 

people? Give exam ples.
4 W hat is the connection  betw een C hukotka and  

Chelsea Football Club?
5 How has the lifestyle o f  the inhab itan ts changed since 

Rom an A bram ovich becam e governor?
6 W hat do  the people find difficult to  understand?
7 W hat does A bram ovich ow n w hich show s his 

extrem e wealth?
8 W hy does he say he is in terested  in C hukotka? W hat 

do  som e people suspect?

What do you think?

Discuss in groups.

• Why do you think people live in a place like Chukotka?
What would you find most difficult there?

• What do you think the lives of the people were like before
Abramovich became Governor?

• Imagine a year in the life of Roman Abramovich. What do you
think is a typical year for him?

• Most people take holidays in warm countries. Are there any
cold places in the world you have visited or would like to visit?
Where and why?
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Welcome to CHUKOTKA, where it's currently 
-30°C and so windy th a t in the capital, 
Anadyr, ropes are tied along the streets to 
stop its inhabitants from blowing away.

I
t 's  so cold here th a t  people  d o n ' t  use freezers. They 
h an g  th e i r  meat in p las tic  bags on nails  above th e i r  
windows. S p r in g  and  sum m er,  w hen  they  arr ive in 

Ju n e ,  las t a mere e ig h t  weeks. The Bering  sea, one o f  four 
seas th a t  wash aga in s t  C h u k o tk a n  shores,  freezes hard  
en o u g h  to su p p o r t  w e ig h ts  o f  up  to 35  tons .  There 's  no 
cr im e because it 's  j u s t  'too  d a m n  cold'!

Where yesterday collides with today
C h u k o tk a  is, in fact, a remote 
t e r r i t o r y  o f  Russia .  It covers 
2 8 4 , 0 0 0  square  miles o f  frozen 
landscape, bo rd e r in g  the  B ering  
S t r a i t  a n d  s t r a d d l in g  the  A rc t ic  
Circle. N ine  tim e zones ahead  o f  
Moscow, i t  lies r ig h t  beh ind  the  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  D a te l in e ,  w here  
yesterday  coll ides w i th  today. There is now here  else on 
e a r th  ea r l ie r  th a n  here. C o n d i t io n s  are cruel ,  and  there  
may seem l i t t le  to be pass ionate  about o th e r  th a n  reindeer, 
vodka, an d  th e  weird weather, bu t  C h u k o tk a  has  cap tu red  
th e  in te res t  o f  one  o f  th e  w orld 's  r iches t  men, th e  oil 
b il l iona ire  Roman A bram ovich.

From hospitals and cinemas to supermarkets
R o m an  A b ra m o v ic h ,  w hose  
fo r tu n e  is in excess o f  $ 1 4  
bil l ion , is th e  w orld 's  22nd -  
r iches t  person, an d  four  years 
ago he was voted governor o f  
C h u k o tk a .  S ince th e n ,  he has 
been p o u r in g  m oney in to  th i s  
frozen province. D esp ite  no t 
hav ing  been born  o r  raised in 
C h u k o tk a ,  he has  sp en t  an 
e s t im a ted  $ 3 0 0  m il l ion  o f  h is  
p e r s o n a l  f o r tu n e  on th e  
region. In A n a d y r  a lone he 
has  r e b u i l t  t h e  h o s p i ta l ,  

d en ta l  clin ic ,  an d  p r im ary  school, m odern ized  the  a i rp o r t ,  
opened  i ts  f i rs t  s u p e rm a rk e t  an d  c inem a, an d  sen t 8 , 5 0 0  
local ch i ld ren  on holiday. H e even owns th e  local radio  
s ta tion , the  ap t ly  named Blizzard FM . Abramovich not only  
owns a rad io  s ta t ion ,  he a lso  owns a football club, bu t no t 
in C h u k o tk a ,  w here  i t 's  too cold to  play football.  The club 
he owns is over 5 . 0 0 0  miles away in London, E ng land ,  
w here, in 2 0 0 3 ,  he bough t  Chelsea Football Club.

CHUKOTKA
•

oMoscow Anadyr

i;



(& EARLIEST!) PLACE ON EARTH

-  42°C and falling
The in h a b i t a n t s  o f  Chelsea, Eng land ,  could n o t  im agine  th e  
life o f  the  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  C h u k o tk a .  Locals like to boast th a t  
last w in te r  th e  w ind  chil l  took th e  recorded tem p e ra tu re  o f  
- 4 2 ° C  down to - IO O °C . Schools were closed f o r a  m o n th .  It 's 
genera l ly  too cold for o u td o o r  sp o r t s  o r  any  k ind  o f  cafe society, 
but th e re  are some r e s ta u ra n t s  an d  a ba r  in th e  su p e rm a rk e t .  
Snow covers th e  g ro u n d  from S ep tem ber  to May, w hich  means 
there  are no g a rd e n s  o r  w oodland: th e  on ly  flowers are th e  
p las tic  ones w hich  ad o rn  re s ta u ra n t  tables. But for all th is ,  
A bramovich  has made A n a d y r  in to  a boom town. People find it 
difficult to u n ders tand  w hat he has done and  why he has done it.

From reindeer meat to French camembert
Roman Badanov, news ed i to r  o f  C h u k o tk a  TV says: 'A n y th in g  
A bram ovich does is news here because so l i t t le  happ ens .  W hy  
did he choose us? No one knows -  it 's  a secret he keeps to 
himself. '  But he d id  choose th em  an d  they  are g ra te fu l .  In the  
s u p e rm ark e t  you can buy ev e ry th ing  from carved w alrus  tu sk s  
to French cam em ber t ,  Greek olive oil an d  S co tt ish  whisky. A  
few years  ago th e re  was on ly  frozen re indee r  meat, o f ten  ea ten  
for b reakfas t ,  lunch ,  an d  d inner .  A n d  A bram ovich  takes his 
du t ie s  as a governor ser iously  -  he flies in most m o n th s  on 
board h is  private  Boeing 767.  H e has a bu i l t  a C anad ian -s ty le  
wooden house, thereby  e a rn in g  h im se l f  th e  u n iq u e  d is t in c t io n

o f  ow ning  hom es in St Tropez, K n ig h tsb r idge  (London), 
Moscow, and  A nadyr. Far from being  re sen tfu l  th a t  he v is its  
only  m onth ly , th e  local people are a s to n ish ed  th a t  he comes at 
all. Such  is h is  pop u la r i ty  t h a t  the  locals refer to BA an d  A A : 
Before A bram ovich  an d  A f te r  A bram ovich .

‘Why doesn’t anyone believe I find this place 
interesting?’

A bram ovich  h im se l f  asks : 'W h y  d o esn ' t  anyone  believe I f ind 
th i s  place in te re s t in g ?  1 t h i n k  I can change  th in g s  here -  a f te r  
all, I have achieved success in  bus iness . '  B u t  som e suspec t th a t  
he 's h o p in g  for vast r e tu rn s  on C h u k o tk a 's  na tu ra l  resources, 
w hich  inc lude  1.2 b il lion  to n s  o f  oil an d  gas a n d  th e  second- 
largest gold reserves in  Russia. But h is  motives d o n ' t  t rouble  
most o f  th e  7 3 ,0 0 0  pop u la t io n .  Ju s t  one person, N a th a l ia ,  who 
ru n s  th e  local In t e rn e t  service, so u n d ed  a no te  o f  cau t ion :  'The 
people are fools because one  day A bram ovich  will go. T his  is o u r  
m om en t,  b u t  i t  is on ly  a m o m en t . '
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VOCABULARY AND PRONUNCIATION
Adverb collocations

Extreme adjectives

W ork w ith  a partner.

1 Look at the  adjectives in the box.
F ind som e w ith  sim ilar m eanings.

good bad marvellous huge nice 
wet clever enormous fabulous 
excited surprised valuable small silly 
funny interesting thrilled delighted 
priceless amazed tiny hilarious 
wonderful fantastic ridiculous awful 
brilliant pleased fascinating gorgeous 
big soaking excellent beautiful

W hich adjectives go w ith w hich o f 
these adverbs? Why?

absolutely
2 C om plete  the conversations w ith suitable 

adverbs and  adjectives. Practise them  w ith 
y our partner.

1 A Did you get very wet in that shower?
B Shower! It was a downpour. We’re ... I

2 A I bet you were quite excited when your
team won.

B Excited! We were ...!

3 A I thought she looked rather silly in that
flowery hat, didn’t you?

B Silly! She looked ....!

4 A Come on, nobody’ll notice that tiny
spot on your nose.

B They will, I just know they will! It’s ...!

5 A I thought the last episode of Friends
was absolutely hilarious.

B Mmm. I wouldn’t say that. It was... but
not hilarious.

6 A Len left early. He wasn’t feeling well.
B I’m not surprised. When I saw him this

morning he looked ...!

3 M H U  Listen an d  check. Practise again. 
M ake sim ilar conversations w ith your 
partner. You could talk abou t films, 
people you know , the w eather ...

Quite

4  T he adverb quite has different m eanings. Listen and  repeat 
these sentences. W hich in each pair is m ore positive?

1 a She’s quite clever. 2 a He’s quite nice,
b She’s quite clever. b He’s quite nice.

5 Read these sentences aloud according to the m eaning.

1 T he film was quite interesting; you should  go and see it.
2 T he film was quite in teresting, bu t I w ou ldn ’t really recom m end  it.
3 I’m  qu ite  tired  after tha t last game. Shall we call it a day?
4 I’m qu ite  tired, bu t I’m  up for an o th e r gam e if you are.

m i l  Listen, check, and  repeat.

A night at the Oscars

6 Read the  speech. W ho is speaking? Why? Rew rite the speech and  m ake 
it sound  m ore extrem e by changing and adding  adjectives and  adverbs.

T 8.12

“  I am very surprised a\id pleased to receive tkis award. I am jrateful 
to all tkose nice people wko voted (or me. 't.zd Hot in t(ve SnOw' was a 
ôod movie to act in, not OnUj because of all tke clever people involved 

in tke malany of it, but also because of tke beautiful, eicc£tin<j and 
often ^uite dangerous locations in fllasU . Klone of us could kave 
predicted tk a t it  would be suck a  buj success. special tk a n b  ̂ 0 to 
Marius 0kerne, nuj director; Lulu Lovelace, nuj co-star; ftyer Sims, for 
writing a  script tk a t was botk interesting and funnij, and las t but not 
least to nuj wife, Qltjnts, for ker valuable support. I love ĵOu all. v

Listen and  com pare your choices.
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EVERYDAY ENGLISH
The world around

1 Look at the  signs. W here could  you

• ... borrow money to buy a flat?

• ... buy a hammer, a screwdriver, and some glue?

• ... go to get fit?

• ... get rid of your newspapers and bottles?

• ... get an inexpensive bed for the night?

• ... get help with legal problems?

• ... have your body decorated?

• ... replace some of the parts on your car?

WORTON COMPOSTING
& GREEN WASTE 

RECYCLING

ALL ENQUIRIES

TEL: 01865 882644
H i n i i i i i i i w i i m i i H .

VACANCIES

2 H -R H  Listen to  five conversations. W here are they taking place?

3 In  pairs, w rite sim ilar conversations tha t take place in tw o o r three o f  the  o th e r places.
Read them  o u t to  the  rest o f  the class. W here are they taking place?

► I  WRITING Describing places - My favourite part of town p119
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