Lesson 25

TCP PR/NGS UOMI MOfit
GOOD NEWS

Tedtells hisfamily that a talent agent wants to
meetwith him. The agent willfly TedandAmber
to New York. Nicole announces that she s been
namedpresident ofthe Spanish Club.

Ted:  Amberand l are goin? to break into the music
business. Last night after our concert, a talent agent
asked us to meet with him in New York.

Susan: - Congratulations! We’ll give you some spending money
for your trip.

Ted:  Noneed. The agent is footing the bill for everything.
And when we get there, he’s going to wine and dine us.

Susan: He must think you're the cream of the crop.

Ted:  He thinks we sound like the Goo Goo Dolls.

Nicole: Who are they?

Ted:  You're really out of it. They’re a popular rock band.

Nicole: Our family is certainly on awinning streak. | was
elected president of the Spanish Club today.

Ted:  The Spanish Club? Big deal!
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Nicole: You don’t get it, Ted. This is only the beginning. Today,
Pressggier?lt of the Spanish Club. Tomorrow, ambassador
0 Spain!

Ted:  Well, Ambassador, you’'ll need to wrap upmy
%hekr)mstry homework before you leave for the Spanish
mbassy.

Susan: A r?ck star and a diplomat— 1’'m so proud of both of
you!

IDIOMS - LESSON 25

Big deal! - So what? That doesn’t really matter.

Example L Youwon five dollars in the lottery? Big deal! _
Exargpl?|2: Your father has a job with a big company in New York City?
i deal!

(to) break into - to enter or be let into a profession

Example 1. [fyou want to break into journalism, it’s a good idea to
work on a college newspaper. o .
Example 2. These days it’s difficult to break into investment banking.

Note: “Break into” has several other meanings: _
L Interrupt. Boris and | were talking. Please don’t try to break into our
conversation. _
2. Enter |I,Iegall% or by force. Somebody broke into Peter’s house and
stole his DVD player. o .
3. To suddenly be%n an activity, such as singing. After receiving the
check from the National Cookie Company, Susan broke into song.

cream of the crop - the best of a group

Example 1 In the world of women’s tennis, the Williams sisters are the
cream of the crop.

Example 2. Of course you'll 9et accepted to Harvard. Don’t forget,
you're the cream of the crop!

Synonym: creme de la creme
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(to) foot the bill - to pay

Exartnhg Iet'li You paid last time we went to the movies. Let me foot the
bill this time. , ,

Example 2: Fortunately, whenever we go out to dinner with the boss, she
foots the bill.

Synonym: to pick up the tab
(to) get it - see Lesson 21

(to be) out of it - not aware or knowledgeable about trends
or modem habits

Example 1. Don’task for Susan’s advice on fashion. She’s really out of
it. She wears sneakers with everything.

Example 2. Betsy has never even heard of Harry Potter. She’s really out
of it!

Note: “Out of it” also means “confused” or “disoriented.” Example:
After staying up all night studying, Ted felt out of it the next day.

spending money - money for minor expenses

Example 1 Before Tim left for Europe, his parents gave him $400 in
spending money. o »

Example 2. Martin’s parents are paying his college tuition, but he has to
earn his own spending money.

Synonym: pocket money

(to) wine and dine - to take someone out for an evening or
an expensive meal
Example 1 Donnawined and dined Bob and Susan and then presented

them with a contract for the sale of Susan’s Scrumptious Cookies.
Example 2. Kate waSwined and dined during her trip to Santiago.

(to be on &) winning streak - a series of wins

Example 1. The basketball team hasn't lost a game all season. They’re
Onawinnin%streak! ]
Example 2. Youwon 10 games inarow? You're onawinning streak!

(to) wrap up - to finish

Example L Ifyouwrap up your homework by eight o’clock, we’ll have
time to catch a movie tonight. _

Example 2. OkaK folks, let'swrap up these exercises so we can go
home early tonight.
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Practice the Idioms
Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) Tinvited you to dinner, so letme__hill.
a) hand off b) arm ¢) foot

2) My friend Kate isreally it. She doesn’t even know who
Oprah Winfrey is.

a) out of b) into ¢) unaware of

3) Tedtold Amber he’d need to call her back later in the evening
since he wasjust__ to have dinner.

a) up b) around ¢) about

4) After Bob and Susanwrap___the sale of their business,
they can relax for a while.

a) through b) around C) up
b) Sally got ajob with a law firm in Manhattan? ___ deal!

a) Small b) Big ¢) Huge
6) We love to visit our friends in Florence, Italy. They always
and dine us.
a) liquor b) wine C) beer

7) Bob and Susan plan to give Nicole $1,000 per year of spend-
ing___when she’sin college.

a) cash b) dough C) money

8) | recommend that you go to a concert at Carnegie Hall. The
musicians who play there are always the cream ofthe .

a) crop b) lawn c) lot
ANSWERS TO LESSON 25, p. 167
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Review for Lessons 21-25

Fill in the blank with the missing word:

1) Bleﬁt year, Ted will be traveling all__the world with his
and.

a) about b) inside c) over
2) After his fifth vodka, Steve was__ sheets to the wind.
a) five b) three c) two

3) Forawhile, the Johnsons were living__ a shoestring.
They couldn’t afford to eat out at restaurants.

a) with b) on c) by
4) When my friend lost her favorite necklace, I told her it was
no use crying over spilt
a) milk b) juice C) beer
5) Joel has a fun#ob. He’s _charge of advertising sales for
Mad, the best humor magazine in America.
a) at b) on c) in

6) Please putaway your wallet! Letme the hill.
a) arm b) foot ¢) hand

7) My friend was running around like a chicken with its head
cut off. I told her to chill .

a) out b) in ¢) down
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8) Bobworked out the nuts and___ ofthe agreement with the
National Cookie Company.

a) details b) holts c) tacks
9) After Martha’s neighbor chopped down her apple tree, she

helda grudge _ him for years.
a) from b) against ¢) for
10) I arrived late to the stadium. The baseball game was already
progress.
a) through b) In c) at

11) My friend invited me out for a drink, but I told her 1°d first
need towrap__some things at the office.

a) through b) along C) up

12) I'm___andtired of telemarketers calling me in the eve-
ning frying to sell me stuff I don’t want.
a) sick b) ill c) angry

13) Kristen’s boss paid her a compliment. He said she was the
best salesperson in the company. Thatreally  her day.
a) made b) created ¢) ruined

14) The person seated behind me on the airplane kept on kicking
my seat. Finally, | toldhimto it out.
a) stop b) cut c) fly

15) Amber hopes to break _the modeling business after she

graduates from high school. She can definitely model nose
rings and tattoos!

a) into b) in ¢) around
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across
1 Firstthings . Before we start wandering around the streets of Paris,
let’s Iookatam_ai) and plan our route, _ L
The company will wing and ___their top candidates for this position.
Nicole was really looking_ 0 her school trip to Spain.
tKh,en IS an ekngmeer. He triesT0 understand the nuts and___ ofhow

ings work.
. Whgnthe stock market collapsed, Bob losthis __and sold everything.
10. Nicole’s boyfriend forgot his wallet, so she hadTo footthe .
11, Bob no longer shops at the Village Market. He holds a__ against them.
13.1 was sick and__~ ofwatching my co-worker flirt with our boss.

Down

We can't afford a new computer for the office. We're runningona .
Betlt?,fDaws may have been a great actress, but shewasa__~ ladyn
real life.

Musicians from the Juilliard School of Music are the cream ofthe .
Diane and Mike just bought a mansion. They're rollmgi in__.
Mary left her hushand George for a youngerman. She told George, I
hopé there areno___ feeliigs about this,”

12. Stephen King hasatong track____ofwriting bestsellers.

ANSWERS TOREVIEW, p. 167
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Challenge Crossword Puzzle

How well have you learned the idioms in this book? This crossword
?uzzle will test you. Idioms are taken from throughout the entire book.
fyou can solve the whole puzzle, goodfor you!
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Across

2. The US team did not win the World Cup, but they gave it their best ,

3. You think AL should tell his boss that she’s wrong? Easier said than !

4. The English teacher gave her students auseful " ofthumb. She tord
them not to repeat the same adjectives too many Times in one essaK.

6. You have an exam tomorrow morning? You'd better start hitting the !

7. Todd doesn't like reading. It’s like " teeth to get him to read anythln?.

11, Julie was very upset when her landTord increased her rent by 25 percent.
Now she doesn’t know how she’ll make ends .

14. Eva loves to travel. She'straveled all  theworld. .

15. Stop jumplng up and down on the bed! Tf ithreaks, it’ll be no laughing__.

16.1wanted to U?_/l The New York Times this morning, but by the time | gotTo
the store, they had already out, o

18. Good luck at the casino. Hﬁfulh{ you'll strike it !

23. Jay didn’t cheat during the Scrabble game. He won__ and square.

24, You look veBy tired. We’d better call ita___ and go home.

25. You paid $900 for that cappuccino maker? That's really___dollar!

28. You're going on vacation'to Aruba? I'm __ with envy.

Down

1. Onahot day like today, an ice cream stick is just what the ordereq!

2. We've only got two hours to finish this project. Let’sroll upour____ and
start working. -

3. Pfizer really wanted to Tanya to accept their job offer, so they agreed to
Sweetenthe . .

5. Ifyou studied your idioms, this crossword puzzle should bea  of cake.

8. Ted__around the hush before telllng% his parents that he failed fis test,

9. Mmmm, this chocolate cake is out ofthis__ ! _

10. Joe wants tojoin the army, but he hasn’t ¥et broken the o his mom.

11. Oh, you're finally home. That’s a load offmy ! .

12 IE_ran our best salesman, hasn’t made a sale all week. I'm afraid he’s lost

IS !

13 Mark drove ahard___and got two T-shirts for the price of one.

17. Vivian isanight_ "~ She never goes tq_sleeﬁ,before midnight, .

19.Lknow you had your ___set on going skiing this weekend, but I'm afraid

there won't be enough snow. -

20. You'd better getup _and early to finish your homework.

21. Your team won four soccer ?am.esll,n arow? Youreona__streak,

22. All of Brianna’s after-school activities cost money. Her parents are tired of
shelling__ o much money.

23. Judy made aTist of books for the book club to read, but she told members
to feel to make other suggestions. o

26. Will Democrats and Republicans every stop fighting? When__fly!

27. Tom doesn’t want to 9o to the rock concert. Jazz is more hiscup of .

ANSWERS TO PUZZLE, p. 168
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