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— Chapter VII
The Pointing of Duiy™

ned back in her chair one mild October evening and sighed. She was
table coyered with text books andi exerncises, but the; closely written

betoieg tigebzdieg cygaignt conigeilgiyiiingicissoegditge hyoils
S the matter?" asked Gilbert, who had arrived at the open kitchen door just
EH0 hear the sigh. Anne colored and' thrust her writing out of sight under
s,or_r_ne Schiool compositions.

UNG g veny dreadful. I'was just trying to write out some of my thoughts, as
Proies sor Hamilton advised me, but I couldn't get them to please me. They seem so
rand toolish directly they're written down on white paper with black ink.

P_r

P 1‘-1'0168 are like shadows . . . you can't cage them; they're such wayward, dancing
;+--3n mgs. But perhaps 1'11 learn the secret some day if I keep on trying. I haven't a
= :_:._ & preat many spare moments, you know. By the time I finish correcting school
~— = éxercises and composmons I don't always feel like writing any of my own." "You
~ are getting on splendidly in school, Anne. All the children like you," said Gilbert,
sitting, down on the stone step.
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— I
[0 Anthony Pye doesn't and won/'t like me. What 1s worse, ietdoesn't respect me.
010 t ﬁ_._ snt Ee simply holds me'm contempt and I don't mind confessmg to you that it
wortiessime miserably. It isn't that he is so very bad. . .he is only rather mischievous, but no
RS OMC of the others He seldom d1sobeys me; but e obeys with a scornful air of
' e d ’ ¢ rhewould  andithasiarbad ettect
rn‘ I'Ve tr1ed every way to wii him but I'm begmmng to fear [ never shall. T want
e's father o) cute little lad, if he is a Pye, and I could like him if he'd let me." "Probably
el 51 theietitect of what he hears at home." "Not altogether. Anthony is an independent
p and makes up his own mind about things. He has always gone to men before and he
iieachers are no good. Well, we'll see what patience and kindness will do. I like
'J g ditficulties and teachlng is really very interesting work. Paul Irving makes up for

el *'m persuaded the world will hear of him some day," concluded Anne in a tone of
Sconyviction "I like teaching, too," said Gilbert. "It's good training, for one thing. Why, Anne,
— i‘-’ve learned more in the weeks I've been teaching the young the ideas of White Sands than I
i -.=—-—.1'eamed in all the years [ went to school myself. We all seem to be getting on pretty well. The
—— — New bridge people like Jane, I hear; and I think White Sands is tolerably satisfied with your
= ~ humble servant . . . all except Mr. Andrew Spencer. [ met Mrs. Peter Blewett on my way
' home last night and she told me she thought it her duty to inform me that Mr. Spencer didn't
approve of my methods." "Have you ever noticed," asked Anne reflectively, "that when
people say it is their duty to tell you a certain thing you may prepare for something
disagreeable? Why is it that they never seem to think it a duty to tell you the pleasant things
they hear about you? Mrs. H. B. Donnell called at the school again yesterday and told me she
thought it er duty to inform me that Mrs. Harmon Andrew didn't approve of my reading fairy
tales to the children, and that Mr. Rogerson thought Prillie wasn't coming on fast enough in
arithmetic.




icswould spend less time making eyes at the boys over her slate she mighitidorbetter. I
cel ‘|’|"|"rJ stiesthat Jack Gillis works her class sums for her, though ['veneyeirrbeen able topsss

1 red-handed." "Have you suceeeded in reconcﬂmg MisyDonvell's hopetul son to his

162""Yes," laughed Anne, "but it was really a difficult task. At first, when I called
C1air he would not take the least notice untill Id spoken two or three times; and then,
-‘rr ot bo sinudged him, he Would look up with such an aggricved air, as it Id called
g and Lo couldilt be geuesiod (o <oy Lozl So-Ikepthlm i atter
crly ol ile mght and talked kindly to him. I told him his mother wished me to call him St.
f | gisdnudlicouldn't go against her wishes. Fe saw it when it was all explained out. . .he's
el '_'ﬂ- reasonable little fellow. . .and he said 7 could call him St. Clair but that he'd ‘lick
i "'rl’l*:i gl out of any of the boys that tried it. OFf course, | had to rebuke him again for using
shiocking language. Since then / call him St. Clair and the boys call him Jake and all goes
_)rrnoora lye Hiehintorms me that he means to be a carpenter, but Mrs. Donnell says [ am to make
greolicgeprotessor out of him. "The mention of college gave a new direction to Gilbert's
] _E__@: phits, and they talked for a time of their plans and wishes. . .gravely, earnestly, hopefully,
= sastyouth loves to talk, while the future is yet an untrodden path full of wonderful possibilities.
== (ilbert had ﬁnally made up his mind that he was going to be a doctor. "It's a splendid
£ = = proiession,” he said enthusiastically. "A fellow has to fight something all through life. . .didn't
—— — Somebody once define man as a fighting animal?. . .and I want to fight disease and pain and
— ignovance. . .which are all members one of another. I want to do my share of honest, real work
- i the world, Anne. . . add a little to the sum of human knowledge that all the good men have
been accumulating since it began. The folks who lived before me have done so much for me
that'T want to show my gratitude by doing something for the folks who will live after me. It
seems to me that is the only way a fellow can get square with his obligations to the race. "I'd
like to add some beauty to life," said Anne dreamily. "I don't exactly want to make people
know more. . .though I know that is the noblest ambition. . .but I'd love to make them have a
pleasanter time because of me. . .to have some little joy or happy thought that would never
have existed if [ hadn't been born." "I think you're fulfilling that ambition every day," said
Gilbert admiringly. And he was right. Anne was one of the children of light by birthright.
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ANicslichad passed through a life with a smile or a word thrown across it likera glcam of
Sumshie e owner of that life.saw it, for the time being at least, asshopefil and lovely andlof
JQQ(' epott. Finally Gilbert rose regretfully "Well, I must runup torMcPherson’s'. Moody
Spul: beoi came home from Queen's today: for Sunday and he was to bring me out a book
Hro (5801 Boyd is lending me." "And I must get Marilla's tea. She went to see Mrs. Keith this
VCTi illisoon be back. " Anne had tea read when Marilla camehome; the fire
1ole crilyy, @ Vase ot trost-bleachicd ferns and tuby-red maple leaves adormied the
el delectable odors of ham and toast pervaded the air. But Marilla sank into her chair
’\»/1"5_'r a eep Sigh. "Are your eyes troubling you? Does your head ache?" queried Anne
El'_'ri_/i_lohl_)- "INo. I'm only tired. . .and worried. It's about Mary and those children . . .Mary is
WOTSE. . “slie can't last much longer And as for the twins, / don't know what is to become of
plici, r’_Hasnt their uncle been heard from?" "Yes, Mary had a letter from him. He's working
iember camp and shacking it,' whatever that means. Anyway, he says he can't possibly
e children till the spring. He expects to be married then and will have a home to take
Hemto; butlic says she must get some of the neighbors to keep them for the winter. She says
B Slic can't bear to ask any of them. Mary never got on any too well with the East Grafton
- .--—-.a-...upeople and that's a fact. And the long and short of it is, Anne, that I'm sure Mary wants me to
— -j:‘ = {ake those children. . .she didn't say so but she looked it. "Oh!" Anne clasped her hands, all a
——_ thrill with excitement. "And of course you will, Marilla, won't you?""I haven't made up my
— mind;," said Marilla rather tartly. "I don't rush into thlngs in your headlong way, Anne. Third
'cousinship is a pretty slim claim. And it will be a fearful responsibility to have two children of
six years to look after. . .twins, at that." Marilla had an i1dea that twins were just twice as bad
as-single children. "Twins are very interesting. . .at least one pair of them," said Anne. "It's
only when there are two or three pairs that it gets monotonous. And I think it would be real
nice for you to have something to amuse you when I'm away in school. "I don't reckon there'd
be much amusement in it. . .more worry and bother than anything else, I should say. It
wouldn't be so risky if they were even as old as you were when I took you. I wouldn't mind
Dora so much. . .she seems good and quiet. But that Davy is a limb." Anne was fond of
children and her heart yearned over the Keith twins
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mbrance of her own neglected childhood was very vivid withiher still. She
anillals enlyavalncrablepoint swas et stern. devo‘uon towhat she
SHERdu and AR sk iy Amarsialed e arguments long this
avy is naughty iit's all the more reason why he should have good' training,
C it Mar111a‘7 [fiwe don't take them we don't know who will, nor what kind of
151: Gesimay surtound them. Suppose Mrs. Keith's next door neighbors, the
OLiSEaveTe totake them. Mrs. Lynde says Henry Sprott is the most profane man
g.rfx erlived and youw can't believe a word his children say. Wouldn't it be dreadful
siaverthe twins learn anything like that? Or suppose they went to the Wiggins'.
VIsH IEynde says that Mr. Wiggins sells everything off the place that can be sold
=1 d_brmgs his family up on skim milk. You wouldn't like your relations to be
= -=-—'ﬂ--=starved cven it they were only third cousins, Would you? It seems to me, Marilla,
-"_that it 1S our duty to take them. "I suppose it is," assented Marilla gloomll "I
= daresay ['ll tell Mary I'll take them. You needn't look so delighted, Anne. Tt will
mean a good deal of extra work for you. I can't sew a stitch on account of my eyes,
50 you'll' have to see to the making and mending of their clothes. And you don't like
sewing. "I hate it," said Anne calmly, "but if you are willing to take those children
from a sense of duty surely I can do their sewing from a sense of duty. It does
people good to have to do things they don't like. . .in moderation."
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Activities for therunif™

* Chapter VII
* 1. Answer the following questions.

g W n Was Anna busy with in a mild October evening?
W Was wrong with Anna’s writings?
= D il Anna have any complexes about her teaching at school?

;—jHQW didiother peoples attitude reflected on Anna’s mood?
-_—— —“What was Gilbert going to be?

s
-t
=
"b'_-h-
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.—-.'-=l

& What were Anna and Gilbert dreaming about?
~ & Where was Marilla that October evening?
*  What made Marilla feel worried and troubled?
°  What happened to Mary and her children?
* Why was Anna happy at the end of this chapter?
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2. Whoidoes Annaispeak.abouf2s=

"Dora, Marilla, Anthony Pye., Paul Irving,
Gilbert, Mr. Spencer, Mrs.Donnell.

B Ir_f & ¢ eesn ‘trespect me. He holds me i contempt.

& males up for all that is lacking in the others. That child is
2 erfect
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__f— “She didn’t approve the reading fairy tales to the children.
_ * Shesays [ 'am to make a college protessor out of her son.
* He didn’t approve of my methods.

.
.'-=

* He finally made up his mind and decided to be a doctor.
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inna and Marilla were talking about? Use key:words, fio
retell +hati part from: the chapters

I




—

saWiiaidAnna . and Marilla were talking about? Usejkey*wordsiions
retell that part firom the chapter:™

- £
P .
-

o '\'/\/(jif “ired, children,

2 b@ Sl se twins, uncle,

= ’t'fmber camp, spring,

_ ._- ,___._1-

= _‘_:':"‘*‘E*(Harry, neighbors, winter,
's- Hast Grafton, Mary, excitement,

- * responsibility, amuse, interesting.
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OPPOSITES
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‘DULL Rl ‘Cﬁ“i 5 LEND
— DUTY “AAry. <T®
TREESPOTSTT- Ao >
<G
CR T o e O REITN S

CHE AP .{‘:tg:b




—

MakeNiprsentencesiusing, these: synonymssandiopposites. =

]

Ex: [ Swas very difficult to imagine the existence of the UFOs.

b, i arioolish situation when I forgot to take off my raincoat in opera
oncert.

-.I-r .
- -
—
- 2 _r

'j

end some money to Davy because he is going to buy a new car.

—

_May ['borrow your dictionary for a day? Yes, of course.




