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�� Barack ObamaBarack Obama--
is the 44is the 44thth and and 
current President current President 
of the United of the United 
States. He is the States. He is the 
first African first African 
American American 
President to hold President to hold 
the office.the office.



Early lifeEarly life

�� HeHe waswas bornborn inin 1961 1961 inin
HonoluluHonolulu, , HawaiiHawaii, , wherewhere
hishis parentsparents hadhad metmet atat thethe
UniversityUniversity ofof Hawaii'sHawaii's
ManoaManoa campuscampus..

��

HisHis fatherfather, , BarackBarack SrSr., ., 
waswas fromfrom KenyaKenya andand
enteredentered thethe UniversityUniversity ofof
HawaiiHawaii asas itsits firstfirst--everever
studentstudent fromfrom anan AfricanAfrican
countrycountry. . Obama'sObama's
mothermother, , AnnAnn DurhamDurham, , 
waswas originallyoriginally fromfrom
KansasKansas..



�� Obama spent his early Obama spent his early 
years in Honolulu before years in Honolulu before 
moving to Indonesia at moving to Indonesia at 
the age of six.the age of six. ObamaObama’’s s 

parentsparents separated when separated when 
he was two years old. His he was two years old. His 
mother later married Lolo mother later married Lolo 
SoetoroSoetoro, an Indonesian. , an Indonesian. 
The family moved to The family moved to 
Jakarta in 1967.Jakarta in 1967.



Education Education 
�� He studied at the Occidental College in Los Angeles for two yearHe studied at the Occidental College in Los Angeles for two years before s before 

moving to the Columbia University in New York City. Obama graduamoving to the Columbia University in New York City. Obama graduated from ted from 
the Columbia University in 1983 with a major in Political Sciencthe Columbia University in 1983 with a major in Political Science and a e and a 
specialization in International Relations.specialization in International Relations.

�� HeHe wentwent onon toto HarvardHarvard LawLaw SchoolSchool, , wherewhere hehe waswas electedelected thethe firstfirst AfricanAfrican--
AmericanAmerican presidentpresident ofof thethe HarvardHarvard LawLaw ReviewReview. . AfterAfter graduatinggraduating, , PresidentPresident
ObamaObama wentwent onon toto leadlead oneone ofof thethe mostmost successfulsuccessful votervoter registrationregistration drivesdrives inin
statestate historyhistory, , andand continuedcontinued hishis legallegal workwork asas a a civilcivil rightsrights lawyerlawyer andand a a 
professorprofessor teachingteaching constitutionalconstitutional lawlaw atat thethe UniversityUniversity ofof ChicagoChicago..



FamilyFamily

�� Barack Obama met Barack Obama met 
Michelle Robinson in Michelle Robinson in 
1989, whom he 1989, whom he 
married in 1992. married in 1992. 
Michelle and Barack Michelle and Barack 
have two daughters.have two daughters.



Barack Elected To SenateBarack Elected To Senate

�� In 1996, Obama was elected to the Illinois senate. In 1996, Obama was elected to the Illinois senate. 
He was elected again in 1998 and 2002. In 2000, He was elected again in 1998 and 2002. In 2000, 
he lost a primary for the United States House of he lost a primary for the United States House of 
Representatives.Representatives.

�� In 2003, Obama was appointed the chairman of In 2003, Obama was appointed the chairman of 
the Illinois Senatethe Illinois Senate’’s Health and Human Services s Health and Human Services 
Committee. Obama became a United States Committee. Obama became a United States 
Senator in late 2004 to become the fifth AfroSenator in late 2004 to become the fifth Afro--
American Senator in history. He secured 70% American Senator in history. He secured 70% 
votes.votes.



Barack Obama Barack Obama –– President of President of 

thethe USAUSA

�� BarackBarack ObamaObama asas swornsworn inin asas
presidentpresident onon JanuaryJanuary 20th, 2009. 20th, 2009. HeHe
tooktook officeoffice inin thethe middlemiddle ofof thethe worstworst
economiceconomic crisiscrisis sincesince thethe GreatGreat
DepressionDepression, , atat a a timetime whenwhen economyeconomy
waswas losinglosing 800,000 800,000 jobsjobs a a monthmonth. . HeHe
actedacted immediatelyimmediately toto getget economyeconomy
backback onon tracktrack. . 

�� The President believes an economy The President believes an economy 
built to last starts with a strong and built to last starts with a strong and 
growing middle classgrowing middle class——thatthat’’s why he s why he 
has a plan to create jobs and restore has a plan to create jobs and restore 
economic security to working families. economic security to working families. 
HeHe’’s been driven by the basic values s been driven by the basic values 
that make our country great: America that make our country great: America 
prospers when weprospers when we’’re all in it together, re all in it together, 
when hard work pays off and when hard work pays off and 
responsibility is rewarded, and when responsibility is rewarded, and when 
everyoneeveryone——from Main Street to Wall from Main Street to Wall 
StreetStreet——does their fair share and plays does their fair share and plays 
by the same rules.by the same rules.



�� InIn hishis firstfirst termterm, , thethe PresidentPresident passedpassed thethe landmarklandmark AffordableAffordable
CareCare ActAct, , helpinghelping toto putput qualityquality healthhealth carecare withinwithin reachreach forfor
moremore AmericansAmericans. . HeHe endedended thethe warwar inin IraqIraq andand isis workingworking toto
responsiblyresponsibly endend thethe warwar inin AfghanistanAfghanistan, , passedpassed historichistoric WallWall
StreetStreet reformreform toto makemake suresure taxpayerstaxpayers nevernever againagain havehave toto bailbail
outout bigbig banksbanks, , andand cutcut taxestaxes forfor everyevery AmericanAmerican workerworker——
puttingputting $3,600 $3,600 backback inin thethe pocketspockets ofof thethe typicaltypical familyfamily. . HeHe’’ss
foughtfought forfor equalequal rightsrights andand aa womanwoman’’ss rightright toto makemake herher ownown
healthhealth decisionsdecisions. . AndAnd hehe’’ss mademade aa collegecollege educationeducation moremore
affordableaffordable forfor millionsmillions ofof studentsstudents andand theirtheir familiesfamilies..



Interesting factsInteresting facts

�� Obama readsObama reads Harry PotterHarry Potter to his oldest daughter to his oldest daughter 
MaliaMalia every night when he is home.every night when he is home.

�� Obama once said the three men he admired the Obama once said the three men he admired the 
most were Mahatma Gandhi, Abraham Lincoln, most were Mahatma Gandhi, Abraham Lincoln, 
and Martin Luther Kingand Martin Luther King

�� Obama worked at BaskinObama worked at Baskin--Robbins as a teenager Robbins as a teenager 
and now dislikes ice creamand now dislikes ice cream

�� ObamaObama’’s schoolmates in Indonesia sometimes s schoolmates in Indonesia sometimes 
called him called him ““Curly EyelashesCurly Eyelashes”” because his lashes because his lashes 
were so long and curlywere so long and curly



�� LeftLeft--handedhanded BarackBarack
ObamaObama writeswrites onon a a 
chalkboardchalkboard. . HeHe waswas
alwaysalways anan
exceptionalexceptional studentstudent
whowho attendedattended collegecollege
onon a a scholarshipscholarship..



�� ObamaObama’’s schoolmates in s schoolmates in 
Indonesia sometimes called him Indonesia sometimes called him 
““Curly EyelashesCurly Eyelashes”” because his because his 
lashes were so long and curlylashes were so long and curly

�� In high school, playing In high school, playing 
basketball offered him some basketball offered him some 
companionship, though he often companionship, though he often 
felt he didnfelt he didn’’t completely belong t completely belong 
with his peers. To try to fit in, he with his peers. To try to fit in, he 
also tried drinking, smoking potalso tried drinking, smoking pot

�� ObamaObama’’s youthful appeal, his s youthful appeal, his 
social networking on the social networking on the 
Internet, and even his texting Internet, and even his texting 
both promoted awareness of his both promoted awareness of his 
campaign and created a loyal campaign and created a loyal 
following. His historic use of the following. His historic use of the 
Internet will likely act as a Internet will likely act as a 
template for future presidential template for future presidential 
electionselections



�� HeHe usesuses anan AppleApple MacMac laptoplaptop

�� HisHis daughtersdaughters’’ ambitionsambitions areare toto gogo toto YaleYale
beforebefore becomingbecoming anan actressactress ((MaliaMalia, 10) , 10) andand toto
singsing andand dancedance ((SashaSasha, 7) , 7) 

�� HisHis favoritefavorite bookbook isisMobyMoby DickDick byby HermanHerman

MelvilleMelville

�� HisHis favoritefavorite drinkdrink isis blackblack forestforest berryberry icediced teatea

�� HeHe sayssays hishis worstworst habithabit isis constantlyconstantly checkingchecking
hishis BlackBerryBlackBerry



HeHe wawas s 
knownknown

asas““OO’’BomberBomber””
atat highhigh
schoolschool forfor hishis
skillskill atat
basketballbasketball
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