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‘L The dnited Kingdom

= Great Britain or United Kingdom,
officially United Kingdom of Great
Britainand Northern Ireland, a
parliamentary monarchy in
northwestern Europe. TheUnited
Kingdom is made up of four
countries: England, Wales, Scotland
andNorthern Ireland.

= Their capitals are London,
Edinburgh, Cardiff and Belfast
respectively. TheUnited Kingdom'’s
flag is the Union Jack. It's red, white
and blue. Eachcountry also has a
national "emblem” or sign. The
English emblem is a redrose. The
Welsh emblem is a vegetable or
flower.




The Scottish emblem is awild plant - a thistle. And the Irish
emblem is another wild plant - ashamrock.

It's traditional in Britain to wear your country’s emblem on
itssaint’s day. The leek doesn't go in a buttonhole, so the Welsh
often wear adaffodil.

These are Britain’s patron saints and their days. The Scots,
Welshand English don't really celebrate their national saint’s
days. But St.Patrick’s Day is important for Irish peoFIe all over
the world. In New York,for example, the Irish people always
have a big St. Patrick’s Day parade.

Great Britain consists of England, Scotland and Wales and does
not includeNorthern Ireland. But in everyday speech ‘Great
Britain’ is used to mean theUnited Kingdom. The capital of the
UK is London.



= London is one of the oldest and
most interesting cities in the
world. Traditionally it is divided
into several parts: the City,
Westminster, theWest End and
the East End. They are very
different from each other and
seemto belong to different
towns and epochs.The Tower of
London is associate with many
important events in the
Britishhistory. The Tower of
London was founded by Julius
Caesar and in 1066 rebuiltby
William the Conqueror. It was
used as a fortress, a royal
palace and aprison. Now it is a
museum.




i PBuckingham Bouse

= Across the road from Westminster Abbey is Westminster Palace,
or the Houses of Parliament, the seat of the British Parliament.
The Clock Tower of theHouses of Parliament is famous for its
big hour bell, known as "Big Ben”.Buckingham Palace is the
official London residence of Her Majesty. The Queenand as such
is one of the best known and most potent symbols of the
Britishmonarchy.

= Buckingham House- the building now completely enveloped by
Buckingham Palace-was built for John, first Duke of
Buckingham, between 1702 and 1705. It wassold to the Crown
in 1762 his illegitimate son, Sir Charles Sheffield, forthe sum of
28000 pounds. Buckingham Palace is the Queen’s official
Londonresidence.
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Oxford and Cambridge Universities

The most famous educational centers are
Oxford and Cambridge Universities.They
are considered to be the intellectual
centers of Europe.

The educationis not free, it is very
expensive. Cambridge is situated at a
distance of 70miles from London. It is one
of the most beautiful towns in England.
Thedominating factor in Cambridge is its
well-known University, a centre
ofeducation and learning. A college is a
place where you live no matter
whatprofession you are trained for: so
students studying literature and
thosetrained for physics may belong to
one and the same college. Every college
isheaded by a dean

. Oxford is one of the great English
universities too.Cambridge and Oxford are
almost identical. They trace their long
histor¥ backto the same period. By the
end of the thirteenth century both

universitiesalready had colleges.



= Every country and every
nation has its own traditions
and customs. You
cannotspeak about England
without speaking about its
traditions and
customs.English men are
proud of their traditions and
carefully keep them up.The
English are stay-at-home
Feople. «There is no place
ike home», they say.When
they don’t work they like to
spend their days off at home
with their families.




“PBritish
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Pubs are an important part of British
Life. People talk, eat, drink,
meettheir friends and relax there.
The word Ypub” is short for
Ypublichouse”. There are thousands
in Britain.

An important custom in pubs
is'buying a round”. In a group, one
person buys all the others a drink.
Thisis a “round”. Then one by one
all the other people buy rounds,
too.

Pub names often have a long
traditions. Some come from the
thirteenth orfourteenth century.
Every pub has a name and every
pub has a sign above it isdoor. The
sign shows a picture of the pubs
name.



= Many British costumes and
uniforms have a long history.
One is the uniform ofthe
Beefeaters at the Tower of
London. This came first from
France. Anotheris the PR 1 IS
uniform of the Horse Guards o ,‘h w;,-'- |
at Horse Guards’ Parade, not \\@‘“ g I
far fromBuckingham Palace.
Thousands of visitors take
photographs of the
HorseGuards, but the Guards
never move or smile. In fact
some visitors think
theGuards are not real.
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