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Lecturel Theme: Canada.
Problemsfor discussion:

1. Theterritories of Canada.

2. Population of Canada.

Canada is the second largest country in the w@®lldy Russia has a greater land aria.
Canada extends across the continent of North Amdoian new form land on the Atlantic

coast to British Columbia on the Pacific coast. &knis slightly larger than the United

States its Southern neighbor but has only aboenthtas many people. About 28 million
people live in Canada. About 80 percent live witlkd0 miles (320 kilometers) of the

Southern border. Much of the rest of Canada ishabrted of thinly populated because the
country has rugged terrain and a severe climate.

Canada is a land of great variety. Towering mauastalear laces, and lush forests make
the far west a region of great natural beauty.Hearinland, fields of wheat, and other grains
cover vast prairies. These fertile farmlands cattvavidly with the Arctic wastelands to the
north. Most of the nation’s largest population amilstrial centers are located near the Great
Lakes and the St. Lawrence River in central Canbd#he east fishing villages and sandy

beaches dot the country’s Atlantic coast. Like ¢bentry’s landscape Canada’s people are



also varied. About 37pereent of all Canadians hswme English ancestry. A small
percentage of people in these groups have bothidinghd French a official languages.
French Canadians most of whom live in he provinc®webec have kept the language and
many customs of their ancestors. Other large ettmauaops in Canada include German, Irish,
and Scottish people. Canada and Ontario have lawnggbers of Asians. Native peoples-
American Indians and Inuit make up about 2 percérihe nation’s population. More then
three-fourth of Canada’s people live in citiesamwn.

Toronto, Ont. and Montreal, Quebec, are the twgdsir urban areas in Canada. The
Toronto area has about 3 million people, and thetkéal area has about 3 million people.
Ottawa, Ontario is the capital of Canada. A wealtmatural resources is Canada’s greatest
possession. European settlers first came to Cawodiih in its coastal waters and to trap the
fur-bearing animals in its forests. Later, the $tsebecame sources of timber for shipbuilding
and other construction. Today, pulpwood from tHesests enables Canada to lead the world
in the production of new-sprint (paper for newspaperertile soil helps. Canada ranks with
the United States as a leader in the generatidrydroelectric power. Plentiful resources of
petroleum, iron ore, and other minerals provide raaterials that help make Canada a top
manufacturing nation. Canada is a federation (UnadriLO provinces and 2 territories. The
nation’ name probably comes from Kanata-Kon, aqums Indian word that means to the
village or to the small houses.

Many Canadians in eastern and western areashaethe federal government does not
pay enough attention to their particular problemd iamterests. French Canada make up about
80 percent of the population of Quebec Many of éhgsople believe their province should
receive Special recognition in the Canada congiitutThe province has passed legislation
aimed at protecting the French language and culture

Canada is an independent, self-governing natiam. tBe Constitution Act of 1982
recognizes the British monarch, Queen Elizabetbflthe United Kingdom, as queen of
Canada. This position symbolizes the country’srgjroes to Britain. Britain continued to
govern Canada’s foreign affairs until 1931, whem&a gained control of its domestic
affairs (Britain continued to). Canada and the eitStates have had a relationship of
cooperation and friendship since 1800’s. But thatddn States — because of its larger
population and greatest economic power — has tetedédminate Canada both culturally and
economically. The people of Canada today are agiww maintain control of their economy
and to safeguard their Canadian identity.

Canada has six cultural and economic regions. Hney(1) the Atlantic Provinces, (2)
Quebec, (3) Ontario, (4) the Prairie Provinces Bidfish Columbia and (6) the Territories.
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The Atlantic Province$ies on the Atlantic Ocean. These four provincesvidendland,
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Nova %cetimake up about 5 percent of
Canada’s land area and have about 9 percent péagle. Most of the people are of English
descent. Many Newfoundland should not be includedthie Atlantic Provinces. New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Islandadse called the Maritime Provinces.

The Atlantic Provinces have been an important fightenter since European explorers
arrived there in late 1400s. The four provincel gtovide most of Canada’s fish catch, but
the fishing industry employs only about 3 percehth®ir workers. Manufacturing is the
region’s leading economic activity.

Economic problems have troubled the Atlantic Rmogs throughout most of the 1900’s.
A period of economic growth began there during1B80’s. However the region still has a
lower Standard of living lower wages, and a higlaee of unemployment than any other part
of Canada.

The territories. The Yukon Territory and North-west Territories makg more than a
third of Canada’s land area. However, because efémote location and severe climate of
the territories, less than 1 percent of the nasiggéople live there. The terrain in the Yukon
and in the Southwestern part of the Northwest Tiaeieis consists mainly of forest-covered
mountains. Most of the region is a frozen wastel&dmdughout much of the year. The
territories have rich mineral deposits, and minsthe chief economic activity.

Inuit and Indians made up almost the entire pdpuiaof the territories until the region’s
great mineral wealth was discovered during the18@0's and the early 1900’s (Whitehorse,
the capital of the Yukon Territory 1900’'s). Whiteke the capital of the Yukon Territory,
was founded during the Klondike gold rush of thte [B990’s Yellowknife, the capital of the
Northwest Territories was established during anotp@d rush in the 1930’s. In 1993,
Canada passed legislation to carve a vast nevtotgrrcalled Nunavut, out of the Northwest
Territories. Nunavut is planned to come into beam@999.

Population in1994 Canada had an estimated popnlaif 27,932,000. The census
reported a population of 27,296,859. Canada’s @l has doubled since World War-II
ended in 1945. This rapid growth in population hesufrom heavy immigration and a high
birth rate.

Canada has about 300,000 farms. The average demnis 572 acre (231 hectares).
Wheat, beef, cattle, milk, and hogs combine to astdor more than half of Canada’s total
farm income. Other leading products include barkyickens and eggs, corn, and canola
used to make cooking oil. More than three- foudh€£anada’s farmland is located in the

Prairie Province. Saskatchewan produces more thhmhCanada’s wheat. Barley flaxseed,
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oats, canola, and rye grow in belt north of Canaddieat-growing areas. Barley, oats, and
rye are used mainly for livestock feed. Flaxseed eanola are used to make cooking oils
and lubricants. Alberta is Canada’s leading prodoédeef cattle. Southern Ontario’s warm
summers and long growing season enable farmergaw g variety of specialty crops,
including corn, fruits, vegetables, and tobaccoeli@ae leads the provinces in production of
milk.

The Canadian economy is based on private entergdist the national and provincial
governments play an active role in many economiwities. For example, they provide free
health services to all Canadians. The federal armligrial governments also own
broadcasting companies, transportation firms, dilidies. They have entered such fields as
resource development and financing of homebuildimg) steelmaking.

Foreign investment and ownership-especially frdm tUnited States have a major
influence on Canada’s economy. Great Britain, Geynaand Japan also have large
investments in Canada. A free trade agreement thighUnited States went into effect in
1989. The agreement called for the eliminationIbtaxiffs (taxes on imports) between two
countries by 1999. Supporters of the agreemenmeldiit would open the huge U.S. market
to Canadian companies.

Service industries account for 70 per cent of @aisagross domestic product. These
industries employ about 73 per cent of nation’ veosk Community, business, and personal
services form the leading group of service indastin Canada .Finance, insurance, and real
estate form the second most important service ingli's Canada in terms of gross domestic
product. Toronto and Montreal are the leading foan centers in Canada. Canada’s
commercial banking system consists of 8 Canadiamed banks and 59 small foreign-
owned banks. These banks operate about 7,000 lsicfoughout the country. The main
stock exchange is located in Toronto, and smalf@rates in Montreal, Vancouver, and

Calgary.

Lecture2 Theme: Canada

Problemsfor discussion:

1. Government system of Canada
2. Theconstitution
3. ThePrime minister

Government ofCanada combines a federal from of government wittabinet system. The
federal form of government was originally on thatlee United Kingdom (also called Britain).
As a federation, Canada is made up of 10 provianegswo territories. The country works out its
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national problems through its central governmenOttawa which represent all the people of
Canada. Each province has its own government. dinigotries are self-governing but the federal
government plays a large role in their adminisbrati

The cabinet system of Canada unites the legislaind executive branches of the
government.

The prime minister and all members of the Cabeedusually members of the House of
Commons. Defeats a piece of important governmeppated legislation, or if it passes a vote
of no confidence in the government, the prime nbémisnust either resign or request that the
governor general call a new general election. Qigizabeth-II of the United Kingdom is queen
of Canada. She is the official head of state, bgbwaernor general act as her representative.
However, the governor general performs only cerfamnal and symbolic tasks. The prime
minister directs the government.

The people of Canada elect members of the Hotisgommons. To note in national
elections, a person must be at least 18 yearsmmdaaCanadian citizen. Each province set its,
own voting requirements for provincial electionsvéter must be at least 19 in British Columbia
and at least 18 in other provinces. Canada is albbeenf the Commonwealth of Nations, but it is
not a dependency of the United Kingdom Canada im@ependent, self-governing democracy
equal in rank to the United Kingdom and all othations.

The constitution. Canada’s constitution is partlpwutten and partly written. The
unwritten part consists mainly of usage and customsluding the Cabined System of
government. The basic written section is the Camgin Act of 1982. If includes the British
North America Act, which was the basic documentagoing Canada’s federal system from
1867 to 1982. Other written parts include ordinakys and judicial decisions.

The founding fathers of the Canadian confederatianted a strong central government.
They were wary of weaknesses that seemed to besedpo the United States federation by the
American Civil War. Thus in the British North Amea Act they made Canada’s federal
government almost all-powerful. The provincial goweents received only 16 powers then
considered to be of minor importance. The fedemleghment got all disallow (reject) any
provincial laws it believed undesirable. Howeveowers given to the provinces — over such
matters as education, health, and natural resourdeEame more important. Province became
stronger and richer and debaters on the divisidnpower between federal and provincial
government increased.

The constitution Act of 1982 did not end the debaRait it achieved another long-sought
goal-ending formal British control over amendmettsCanada’s constitution. Previously, the
British Parliament had to approve all such amendsaédow, amendments must be approved
only by the House of Commons and two-thirds ofgh&vincial assemblies representing at least
half the population.

The Senate also votes on constitutional amendmeéentsits rejection can only delay
passage for 180 days.

The prime ministeof Canada is the actual head of government. Asldhder of the
majority party in the House of Commons, the primaister is indirectly elected by the people.
No law established this office. The office is sisnpl necessity, worked out long ago in England.
No government could carry on without Parliamentipport. The leader of the majority in the
House gradually became the prime (first) ministértltoee Cabinet. The prime minister is
appointed by the governor general, who follows whehes of the majority in the House. The
prime minister holds office only with the backin§tbis majority. A prime minister who loses
this backing must either resign or request thagtheernor general call a new general election.

Parliament can control the actions of the primeisbén by giving or with holding
support. However, the prime minister also has atrobrover the actions of the House of
Commons. The prime minister may request that tivegmr general dissolve the House and call
a new general election.



The Cabinehelps prime minister direct the government. Thei@ztlconsists of as many
as 40 ministers chosen by the prime minister, s@i@m the majority party in the House, and
appointed by the government general ministers Yalsmally head government departments.
They lose their offices if the government resigkignisters also hold political office and may
lose their positions if the Cabinet changes. Thoeegfa deputy minister is the permanent head of
each department. These officers are civil servants.

Following is a list of the Cabinet ministers aneéithduties. It describes the Cabinet as it
existed in June 1993 under Prime Minister Brian ridiogy.

The leader of the government in the Hosspervises preparation of the government’s
legislative program and manages the program ifdthese of Commons.

The leader of the government in the Senata Senator who in the Senate sponsors
legislation after the legislation has been pasgeithd House of Commons.

The minister of agriculturevork to stimulate agricultural development in Camadhe
minister’s department also monitors food produotssafety and prime and marketability.

The minister for the Atlantic Canada Opportunitidgency promotes economic-
development in New Brunswick Newfoundland, Novat&c@nd Prince Edward Island.

The minister of Communicationggulates Canada’s telecommunications (electronic
communications) industry and administers culturagpams and national museums.

The minister of responsible for constitutional aahandles negotiations with the
provinces and interest groups regarding the Canatimnstitution.

The minister of consumer and corporate affaiversees the administration of federal economic
regulations. The minister also protects the intsresconsumers.

The minister of employment and immigratideals with immigration and the development of
labor resources and oversees Canada’s unemploynsenance program.

The minister of energy, mines, and resoumassees the development of Canada’s mineral and
energy resources.

The minister of the environmemianages national parks and administers programpsotect the
environment.

The minister for external relatiorassists the secretary of state for external affairmatters
involving relations with French-speaking nations ad to foreign countries.

The minister of financgrepares Canada’s annual budget and advised therrgognt on
economic and financial affairs.

The minister of fisheries and ocedreps manage Canada’s fisheries and its oceanrcesou

The minister of forestrpromotes the development of Canadian forestry asdarch in forest
management.

The minister of Indian affairs and northern devetgmtpromotes economic development in the
territories of Canada and administers program§&trada’s native peoples.

The ministers of industry, science, and technolagyk to promote national industrial goals
through the coordination of scientific and techigytal research.

The minister for international trade works withe secretary of sate for external affairs on
international trade issues.

The minister of justicess Canada’s attorney general and the governmetfiitsab legal adviser.

The minister of labor helpsrevent or settle labor disputes and promotedestalations between
workers and employers.

The minister of multiculturalism and citizenshggomotes good citizenship and a greater
awareness and understanding of Canada’s many effoups.

The minister of national defengseanages and directs the Canadian Armed Forces thied o
matters of national security.

The minister of national and welfammanages Canada’s public health and social welfare
programs.

The minister of public worksnanages public buildings, bridges, and roads. Thestar also
provides architectural engineering and real esi@ateices to the government.



The minister for sciencassists the minister of industry science and tdogyoin matters
relating to science.

The minister of supply and serviasghe chief purchasing agent of the governmeng. mimister
provides supplies and management services to gtwernment departments.

The minister to transporis responsible for the development operation amullation of the
national transportation system.

The minister of veterans affaiesslminister programs for veterans and their families

The minister of western economic diversificajpwamotes the development of western Canada’s
economy.

The president of the Treasury Boapdesides over meeting of the Treasury Board which
manages the government’s financial human and nahtesources.

The president of the Queen’s Privy Coumenior minister to whom the prime minister assig
specific duties.

The secretary of stafgromotes theise of Canada’s official languages — English arehé&hm — as
well as national symbols traditions and certaintwzal activities. The secretary is also the
custodian of state documents.

The secretary of state for external affagarries out foreign policy and promotes internadion
trade and other Canadian interests abroad.

The solicitor general administers Canada’s prisgetesn and oversees the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police. The Parliament is theonatilegislature of Canada in a strict legal
sense, Parliament includes the House of Commonat&emd the Crown represented by the
governor general. But the term Parliament is assduo refer to just the national legislature of
Canada. The Canadian legislature has two housesiper house called the Senate and a lower
house called the House of Commons.

The Senatenormally has 104 members. The senators and thekepéhe Senate’s
presiding officer are appointed by the governoregahon the prime minister's recommendation.
A new prime minister usually recommends a new Sgedkenators must retire at age 75. The
Atlantic Provinces — Prince Edward Island, New Bmitk, Newfoundland and Nova Scotia
send a total of 30 members to the Senate. The WieBtevinces — Alberta, British Columbia
and etc.

Government of Saskatchewan sends 24. Quebec amagidoeach send 24 members. The
Northwest Territories and the Yukon Territory eheave one senator.

The Senate has less power that the House of Comn$inse 1982 amendments to
Canada’s Constitution have required approval froenHouse and required number — usually 7 —
of the provincial assemblies. The Senate votesna@ndments but its rejection can only delay
passage of an other wise approved amendment fodd$f The Senate cannot introduce bills
that involve the spending of money and experts amadian constitutional law question INS
power to amend such bills.

The House of Commomrensists of members elected by the people for fpear terms,
unless an election is called earlier. A House yalas$ts for five years without a new election.
The number of members for each province is detexdhiafter each Canadian census. For the
number of members of Parliament of each provineetke table in each province article. For
example Alberta (table Alberto in brief) Each Housember represents a constituency
(district)of a province. Members do not have toéhavthe constituency or in the province they
represent. The House elects a Speaker to presaenmetings. The Speaker holds office general
elections are called The Court.

The highest courts of Canada are the Supreme ob@anada and the Federal Court of
Canada. There are various other federal courtseanl province and territory has its own court
system. Judges of the two highest federal courts acinsome provincial and council is the
governor general of Canada acting with the advice @nsent of the Cabinet. Appointments of
chief justices and associate chief justices areenoadthe recommendation of the prime minister.
The other federal appointments are made on themeemdation of the minister of justice with
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Cabinet approval. The retirement age for federafipointed judges is 70 or 75 depending on
their court.

The Supreme Court of Canadathe highest court of appeal in Canada. It haschief
justice of Canada and eight associate judges calleshe (pronounced PYOO nee) judges.
Puisne means junior or associate.

The Federal Court of Canadaas a trial division and an appeals division bdtlwbich
are under jurisdiction of a single chief justiceneTtrial division hears all Claims against or
affecting Canada’s government.

Questions:
1.. What is the total area of the Canada ?
2. What is the capital of Canada ?
3. How many parts are there in Canada ?
4. Who is the head of Canada now?
5. What is the population of Canada ?
6. What is the deepest river in Canada?
7. Call the name of a brown-skinned people livingCanada?
Literature:
1. The world book Encyclopedia (Canada). US299.
2. DxoHomuueckas reorpadus 3apyoexHbsix ctpad. M. 1979.

Lecture 3 Theme: History of Canada.

Problemsfor discussion:

Early settlements. Threats of expansion.
British conquest and rule.
The United Empire Loyalists.

The struggle for responsible gover nment

A WD PE

Canada’s history is an exciting story that trabesdevelopment of a vast wilderness into
a great nation. Most experts believe the first pedp live in what is now Canada came from
Asia about 15.000 years ago. They arrived by way laihd bridge that once connected Asia and
North America at what is now Alaska. Their descensladbecame known as Indians. The
ancestors of the Eskimos came to Alaska over tine baidge after the Indians. They first settled
in the Arctic region of Canada, probably coming@tim000 years ago.

In 1497, John Cabot, an Italian navigator in teevise of England, found rich fishing
grounds off Canada’s southeast coast. In timegdisisovery led to the European exploration of
Canada. France took the lead in exploring the ¢guantd set up a colony in eastern Canada in
the early 1600’s. Daring French fur traders traaMvestward and came upon many of Canada’s
sparkling lakes, rushing rivers, and majestic, siwapped mountains. Great Britain gained
control of the country in 1763, and thousands afi€r immigrants began to join the French who
remained in Canada. In 1867, the French and Engpslaking Canadians helped create a united
colony called the Dominion of Canada. The two geowmrked together to settle the country

from coast to coast and to develop its great mirtgaosits and other natural resources.



Canada gained its independence from Britain in1193uring the mid-1900’s, hard-
working Canadians turned their country into an ecoic giant. Today, huge harvests from
western Canada make the nation a leading produceheat, oats, and barley. Canada also
ranks among the world’s top manufacturing nati@amsl it is a major producer of electric power.

Canada and the United States have generally eh@yeng history of cooperation. They
have worked together in the defence of North Angeend have strong economic ties. Canada
has tried to develop independently of its southeerghbour. But its economy is so closely
linked to the U.S. economy that severe U.S. busisksnps usually cause hard times in Canada.
In addition, the popularity of U.S. culture in Cdaahas challenged the efforts of Canadian
leaders to establish a separate identity for tmintry.

About A.D. 1000, Vikings from Iceland and Greerdaecame the first known
Europeans to reach North America. The Vikings,dgd_eif Erickson, landed somewhere on the
northeast coast, a region Erickson called Vinlartte Vikings established a colony in Vinland,
but they lived there only a short time. Some hiatts believe that Vinland was located in what
IS now Maine or Massachusetts. Others think it wasNewfoundland. Ruins of a Viking
settlement have been found at L’Anse aux Meadowsthe northern tip of the island of
Newfoundland.

Lasting contact between Europe and America begdim thhe voyage of Christopher
Columbus in 1492. Columbus sailed west from Spaifind a short sea route to the Indies, as
Europeans called eastern Asia. This region was knfow its jewels, silks, spices, and other
luxury goods. When Columbus landed in America,Hmight he had reached the Indies. News
of his voyage excited most Europeans.

By the early 1500’s, some Europeans realized @wimbus had reached an unknown
land, which they called the New World. In 1534, &iRrancis | of France sent Jacques Cartier, a
French navigator, to the New World to look for gaeldd other valuable metals. Cartier sailed
into the Gulf of St. Lawrence. He landed on the g@aBeninsula and claimed in for France. In
1535, on a second trip, Cartier became the firsbgg@an to reach the interior of Canada. He
sailed up the St. Lawrence River to the site ok@né-day Montreal. In 1541, on a third visit,
Cartier joined a French expedition that hoped taldsh a permanent settlement in Canada.

Early settlements. In 1603, King Henry IV of France completed plan®tganize the fur
trade and to set up a colony in Canada. The next ge=rench explorer named Pierre du Gua (or
du Guast), Sleur de Monts, led a small group dfesstto a site near the mouth of the St. Croix
River in what is now the province of New Brunswidk. 1605, the settlers left that spot and
founded Port Royal (now Annapolis Royal in Nova 890 The French called their colony
Acadia.
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In 1608, another French explorer, Samuel de Chaimplounded a settlement along the
St. Lawrence River. He named the village Quebeangiain made friends with the Algonquin
and Huron Indians living nearby and began to traite them for furs. The two tribes also
wanted French help in wars against their main eneheypowerful Iroquois Indians. In 1609,
Champlain and two other-French fur traders helper tindian friends defeat the Iroquois in
battle. After this battle, the Iroquois were als@mies of the French.

The Huron lived in an area the French called Hiaro@hamplain persuaded the Huron to
allow Roman Catholic missionaries to work amongrttend introduce them to Christianity. The
missionaries, especially an order known as theitdesyplored much of what is now southern
Ontario.

Threatsto expansion. Champlain hoped Quebec would become a large ettie but it
remained only a small trading post for many yeBys1625, about 60 people lived there.

New France failed to attract settlers partly beseaaf threats from English colonists as
well as from the Iroquois. Like France, Englandroled much of what is now eastern Canada.
England based its claims on explorations datingnffeabot’s landing in 1497. During the early
1600’s, many English colonists settled along thst e@ast of North America south of New
France. Numerous disputes over fur-trading righté&é out between the French and the English.
In 1629, English forces captured the town of Quelbee French regained the town in 1632.

During the late 1640'’s, the Iroquois conqueredddia and killed most of the French
missionaries. The Algonquin and Huron fled, leavithg French to fight the Iroquois alone.
During the next 10 years, the Iroquois increased @ittacks on the French. Many settlers were
killed, and the French fur trade was destroyed.

The growing French-English rivalry. The boundaries of English colonies south of New
France also expanded during the late 1600’s. &etfleured into the English colonies and
pushed the frontier westward, nearer New Franc&6iD, an English firm called the Hudson’s
Bay Company opened fur-trading posts north of Nean€e on the shores of Hudson Bay.

Clashes between England and France in Europeiloated to their rivalry in North
America. Other factors also created tension betwkenEnglish and French colonists. For
example, most of the French were Roman Catholiod, the majority of the English were
Protestants. Most of the French wanted land fotrfagling. The English wanted it for farming.
In addition, French and English fur traders comgpetgainst each other.

During the 1730’s, French-Canadian fur tradergeliad farther inland and claimed more
land for France. By 1738, Pierre Gaultier de VaesniSieur de La Verendrye, had established a

chain of fur-trading posts between Montreal andtwitav Saskatchewan is.
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The French and English colonists fought each athyur wars between 1689 and 1763.
These conflicts led to Great Britain’s conquestN&w France. The British government then
worked hard to win the support of its new Frencm#&han subjects. During the late 1700’s and
early 1800’s, Canadian explorers pushed westwamsacthe continent.

The first three of the four wars between the Hneand English colonists broke out in
Europe before spreading to America. These warsmerca were King William’s War (1689-
1697), Queen Anne’s War (1702-1713), and King Gesr§Var (1744-1748). Only after the
second war did either side gain territory. In 17UBder the Treaty of Utrecht, France gave
Britain Newfoundland, the Nova Scotia region of dizga and the Hudson Bay territory.

The fourth war began in the Ohio River Valley irb% and lasted until 1763. It spread to
Europe in 1756 and became known as the Seven Y@arsand in Canada. The conflict, which
is called the French and Indian War in the Unitéates, marked the final charter in the struggle
between the French and British colonists in Ameridae British had a number of advantages
during the war. For example, there were more thamiligon British colonists compared with
about 65.000 French settlers. The British colomils® received greater military support from
Britain than New France did from France. In additithe British had the help of the Iroquois,
the strongest Indian group in the east.

The French did well at first, but the tide of batslowly turned against them. British
armies backed by the British Royal Navy, capturedelégc City in 1759. Both opposing
generals, the Marquis de Mont calm of France ante3aNolfe of Britain, were fatally wounded
in the battle gee Quebec, Battle of). The British seized Montreal in 1760, and thenfigg in
America ended. In the Peace of Paris, signed i3, 1F&nce surrendered most of New France to
Britain.

Great Britain gave the name Quebec to the ard¢arthde up most of its new territory in
Canada. It added some of the new territory to Newatia and Newfoundland. At first, Britain
governed Quebec under British laws, which deniethd@igs the rights to vote, to be elected, or
to hold public office. This policy affected neadyl the colony’s French Canadians. Quebec’s
first two British governors, Generals James Muremyd Guy Carleton, opposed the policy
because they wanted Britain to gain the loyaltytted French. Carleton also was aware of
discontent in the 13 colonies to the south, theswkmas the American Colonies. He knew that
Britain would need the support of the French Caavaglif an American rebellion broke out.

In 1774, Carleton persuaded the British Parliantenpass the Quebec Act. This act
recognized French civil and religious rights. Bapreserved the seigniorial landholding system
and extended Quebec to include much of what is Qu&bec, Ontario, and the Midwestern
United StatesSee Quebec Act.
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The Revolutionary War in America began in 1775e TAmericans asked the French
Canadians to join their rebellion against BritaBut the French regarded the war mainly as a
conflict between Britain and British colonies arftbse to remain neutral. An American invasion
of Canada in 1775 tailed.

The United Empire Loyalists. After the Revolutionary War began, many peopléhim
American Colonies remained loyal to Britain. Theséonists became known as United Empire
Loyalists. About 40.000 of them moved to Canadanduand after the war. They settled mainly
in western parts of the colonies of Nova Scotia @uebec. Those who moved to Nova Scotia
soon demanded a colony of their own. In 1784, thésB government created the colony of
New Brunswick out of western Nova Scotia for they/alists.

The Loyalists in Quebec also became unhappy. Theb€c Act gave the Catholic
Church a special position in the colony. But mosyalists were Protestants. In addition, the act
did not permit the colony to have its own electegidlature. The Loyalists demanded a
government like they had before the revolution e dmat allowed them to choose their own
public officials.

The British solution was the Constitutional Actlof91. This act divided Quebec into two
colonies, Lower Canada and Upper Canada. Lowerd2aoecupied the area along the lower St.
Lawrence River. Upper Canada covered the area thearGreat Lakes and the upper St.
Lawrence. Each colony had its own elected assentbbuygh the legislatures had little real
power. Each colony also had a lieutenant governdr a Legislative Council. The lieutenant
governor and council members, who were appointetheyBritish, controlled the government.
French Canadians formed the vast majority of theutagion in Lower Canada. The government
there was based on principles of French civil |&atholicism and the seigniorial system.
English-speaking Canadians made up the majoritypper Canada. Local officials followed the
traditions of English law and property systems.

The struggle for responsible government (1816-1867). Canada’s population began to
soar during the early 1800’s as thousands of imamigr came from Great Britain. During the
1840’s, leaders in some Canadian colonies pushieggponsible governme(gelf-government)
in local affairs. In a system of responsible goweent, the executive i®sponsiblganswerable)
to an elected assembly. Britain gradually grantétha colonies such government. During the
mid-1860’s, some colonial leaders argued that Camsbded a strong central government to
deal with domestic matters. They started a movenfienta confederation(union) of the
Canadian colonies. This movement led to the formnadf the Dominion of Canada in 1867.

After the War of 1812, Canada began to attragjelanumbers of immigrants from
England, Ireland, and Scotland. French Canadiassnted the flood of English-speaking
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newcomers. Many of the French believed that theidBrigovernment wanted to destroy the
French heritage in Canada.

By the 1820’s, most French Canadians had becomge bitter toward the English-
speaking Canadians in Lower Canada. The Frenchatlect the legislature, but the English
controlled the Legislative Council. The counciltumn, ran the government. It spent much of the
colony’s tax money on projects to benefit commekrench Canadians owned few businesses
however, and so opposed these expenses. The Fatstheared that the council intended to
help English-speaking Canadians take over Frenctadian farms.

Upper Canada also faced serious political problelnsng the early 1800’s. Church
leaders, merchants, and landowners there formadwp known as the Family Compact. This
group controlled the colonial government. It oftyoperated with the lieutenant governor, to
block the demands of the farmers in the assembly.

Glossary: Early European exploration, Fur trade, Early setéiets, The royal province, The
colonial wars, The Quebec Act, The United Empireydlists, The War 1812, Growing
discontent.

Questions:

1. What is the name of French explorer who in 1&3ored Canada?

2 Who first found rich fishing grounds off Canada®itheast coast ?

3. When did Canada gain its independence?

4. When was the Civil War?

5 Who organized the fur trade and to set up a galoiCanada?

6, When did another French explorer, Samuel de @lam find a settlement along the St.
Lawrence River?

7. When did many English colonists settled aloreyehst coast of North America south of New

France in Canada?

Literature:
1. The world book Encyclopedia (Giaa USA. 1999.

2. DxoHomuyeckas reorpadus 3apyO0exHbix crpad. M. 1979.

LECTURE 4 TheUSA
Geographical position
Regions

Climate

Economy

Population
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1. Geographical position

The United States of America is a federal repubhcthe continent of North America. It
has an area of 9,826,630 sg km (3,794,083 sqg mdi)isathe third largest country in the world
after Russia and Canada.

The United States consists of 48 contiguous statesthe noncontiguous states of Alaska
and Hawaii. In addition, the United States includesumber of outlying areas, such as the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islanfithe United States, which are located on
the Caribbean Sea, and the islands of American &and Guam, located in the Pacific Ocean.
The national capital is Washington, D.C., locatkoh@ the banks of the Potomac River between
the states of Maryland and Virginia.

Each state is subdivided into counties, with theeption of Louisiana, where comparable
political units are called parishes. Within thesertties and parishes, there are communities that
range in size from small villages to towns to aiti€xtensive areas of urban sprawl exist in
larger metropolitan areas such as Los Angelesfdtai@; Chicago, lllinois; and New York City.

The coastal plain of the Atlantic seaboard givey fugther inland to deciduous forests and
the rolling hills of the Piedmont. The Appalachisiountains divide the eastern seaboard from
the Great Lakes and the grasslands of the Midwést.Mississippi—Missouri River, the world's
fourth longest river system, runs mainly north—bkothirough the heart of the country. The flat,
fertile prairie of the Great Plains stretches te west, interrupted by a highland region in the
southeast. The Rocky Mountains, at the western efitfee Great Plains, extend north to south
across the country, reaching altitudes higher th&®00 feet (4,300 m) in Colorado. Farther
west are the rocky Great Basin and deserts sutiedglojave. The Sierra Nevada and Cascade
mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast2@820 feet (6,194 m), Alaska's Mount
McKinley is the country's tallest peak. Active vatmes are common throughout Alaska's
Alexander and Aleutian Islands, and Hawaii consddts/olcanic islands. The supervolcano
underlying Yellowstone National Park in the Rockigthe continent's largest volcanic feature.

2. Regions

When examining a large geographic unit, such asUh#ed States, geographers often
divide the country into smaller regions. Dividingo parts allows us to better understand unique
areas of the nation and how they combine into alevi®y analyzing regions, geographers can
better understand how humans occupy and use tfeeswf the earth.

Regions can vary greatly in size. A region may demall as a backyard or as large as a
continent. For instance, a salesman making busic&ts in an unfamiliar town will need to
learn about a relatively small geographic region. t®e other hand, a traveler making a trip
around the world or a geographer compiling stasstibout a large nation will examine a region
of considerably larger scope. What is importantnslerstand how knowledge of these regions
helps us more fully appreciate the world in whioh we.

Regions are not as clearly defined in our realslies they are on our maps. Sharp and
distinct borders are rare. Most boundaries aresttianal as regions merge comfortably into each
other. The characteristics that distinguish onéoregradually give way to the characteristics of
its neighbor. Nonetheless, each geographic reg@as d$pecific characteristics that can be
experienced in the real world and that clearly edéhtiate it from neighboring regions.
Geographers have defined two kinds of regions—umifand functional.

A uniform region is distinguished by some charaster—such as climate, soil, landforms,
language, religion, and social customs—that is comithroughout the region. Some uniform
regions are natural regions—their common charatteiis a feature of the natural environment.
Examples include the Rocky Mountains or the Apdakats, which both have the common
characteristic of mountains. The Pacific Northwssires a common climate: It has wet weather
and mild temperatures.

Other uniform regions are classified on the bagihwaman or cultural characteristics.
Areas that are not physically different from neighibg geographic locations might be classified

15



as distinct regions because of factors such agyfee of economy, political organization, or
historical background, or because the populati@resha similar ethnic or national background,
language, religion, or racial origin. Examples otls uniform regions include the Midwest,
which has a common agricultural economy emphasitivegg production of corn, hogs, and
soybeans; the Amish religious communities of easiennsylvania; the Chinatowns of New
York and San Francisco; the concentrations of Afridmericans in most major cities; or the
Hispanic cultural areas in Florida, Texas, New MexiArizona, and California.

The second type of region is the functional regi@nfunctional region is defined by its
internal organization, which usually centers on edatal point. This could be a city, a school in
an educational district, a shopping center in gdanarket area, or a large company that employs
a sizeable number of workers.

The best example of a functional area is a Metitpol Statistical Area (MSA). The
United States Bureau of the Census identifies aA lsl$Sa central city of 50,000 people or more,
the surrounding county, and all adjacent countresvinich jobs or commercial activity link a
significant portion of the workforce to the centaly or central county. There are presently
almost 300 MSAs in the United States. They rangenfurban giants, such as the New York
City MSA, which includes 18.3 million residents @@ estimate) in the city and in the
surrounding suburbs of New York, New Jersey, andgLtsland, to smaller communities, such
as Enid, Oklahoma, with a population of 57,000.

The concept of a functional region is important saese the United States is an urban
society, and people typically live or work in a trahcity. They shop in the city, read the urban
newspaper, watch television programs that are loasidrom the central city, and generally
identify themselves as residents of a particulatropelitan area.

Moreover, an area can be a cultural uniform regianpatural uniform region, and a
functional region all at the same time. For examfile Heartland region of the United States,
southeast of the Great Lakes, can be categorized uasform region due to common natural
characteristics such as the prevalence of treesaltindance of small bodies of water, and the
presence of productive soils. It also shares commdtural factors such as a mixture of
agricultural and manufacturing-based economies. Héartland is a functional region as well,
unified by a system of rails, roads, and inlandemabys that serve the area’s economy.

3. Climate

Many people confuse weather with climate. Althoubk two are closely related, they
have distinctly different meanings. Weather charfges day to day and sometimes from one
hour to the next. It involves the temperature, imigtion, humidity, and wind factors at a
particular time. Short-term decisions about matsersh as whether to play baseball during the
afternoon or carry an umbrella to work are basedeather.

Climate, however, represents weather conditions extended periods of time. Repeating
cycles of precipitation and temperature, along witimplex interactions of wind patterns and
seasonal sun, give us our climates. Long-term medsabout storing heating fuels planning for
irrigation, raising particular crops, or choosimgticular features for housing designs all require
a consideration of climate. The United States lgrge country, and different types of climates
are found in different parts of the country.

Because of its midlatitude location and vast sthe, United States experiences a wide
variety of climates. At one extreme are the tropislands of Hawaii; at the other, the arctic
conditions of northern Alaska. The majority of Angans live between these two extremes in a
group of climatic regions with unique moisture aaohperature patterns.

Geographers have traditionally divided the 48 @udus United States into two broad
patterns of continental climate: the humid East thwedarid West. The dividing line most often
used is 100 degrees west longitude, an imaginath4south line extending through the Great
Plains from Texas to North Dakota.

The humid east receives abundant precipitation utfitout the year. Winters in the
northern part are very cold with much snowfall. the southern part, rainfall is plentiful;
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summers are very hot but winters are mild. Becafi$ts bountiful moisture, the humid east has
also traditionally been a very important agricidfuarea. Once a land of vast forests, early
settlers cleared the land as they moved westwardoiine areas, cleared lands were cultivated,
abused, exhausted, and eroded away. In other ar&stsforests have been replanted, as in the
South, the Appalachians, and parts of the Midwest.

A climatic transition zone occurs on either sidehaf 100 degrees west longitude line. The
eastern woodlands gradually give way to tall ggassries, which in turn give way to steppes,
where short grasses flourish. Few natural tall gg@siries exist today on the Plains. Over the
past few centuries, farmers cultivated and plantedt of the region with corn or wheat.

In the arid West, precipitation diminishes from tets west and eventually reaches the
point where it becomes impossible to raise cropthouit irrigation. Some desert areas of
Arizona, Nevada, and southern California receiv&s lehan 125 mm (5 in) of precipitation
annually. The grazing of livestock is an importagticultural activity in these areas of mesquite
bushes and cacti.

Not all of the West is dry. In fact, one of the test areas of the United States is located in
the Pacific Northwest. On the west-facing slopestt@d Cascades and the Coast Ranges,
moisture-laden winds blow from the Pacific Ocead dnop their rain on the mountain slopes.
This type of mountain-induced rainfall is knownasgraphic precipitation. It occurs when wet
air rises along the slope of a mountain. As theramves upward into cooler temperature zones, it
expands and cools, releasing the moisture as jiie@@p. Because of this effect, the climate of
the Northwest is cool and moist, and the land is&eoed with vast, coniferous forests.

4. Economy

The U.S. economy, the largest in the world, produtany different goods and services.
This can be seen more easily by dividing econorsitviies into four sectors that produce
different kinds of goods and services. The firstt@eprovides goods that come directly from
natural resources: agriculture, forestry, fishirapd mining. The second sector includes
manufacturing and the generation of electricitye Tthird sector, made up of commerce and
services, is now the largest part of the U.S. enondt encompasses financial services, retail
and wholesale sales, government services, tramdport entertainment, tourism, and other
businesses that provide a wide variety of servicesdividuals and businesses. The fourth major
economic sector deals with the recording, procgssamd transmission of information, and
includes the communications industry.

United States Economy, all of the ways goods amdcas are produced, distributed, and
consumed by individuals and businesses in the i8tates. The U.S. economy is immense. In
2005 it included more than 295 million consumerd amre than 20 million businesses. U.S.
consumers purchase more than $6 trillion of goodsservices annually, and businesses invest
over a trillion dollars more for factories and qmuent. In addition to spending by private
households and businesses, government agencidislexteds (federal, state, and local) spend
roughly an additional $2 trillion a year. In totdhe annual value of all goods and services
produced in the United States, known as the Grasad3tic Product (GDP), was $12.5 ftrillion
in 2005.

Those levels of production, consumption, and spendiake the U.S. economy by far the
largest economy the world has ever known—despiefdlst that some other nations have far
more people, land, or other resources. Through wfaste 20th century and continuing into the
21st century, U.S. citizens also enjoyed the highesterial standards of living in the world.
Some nations have higher per capita (per persagmes than the United States. However,
these comparisons are based on international egehates, which set the value of a country’s
currency based on a narrow range of goods andcssriraded between nations. Most
economists agree that the United States has arlpghe&apita income based on the total value of
goods and services that households consume.

American prosperity has attracted worldwide attanfind imitation. There are several key
reasons why the U.S. economy has been so successlubther reasons why, in the 21st
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century, it is possible that some other industzeadi nations will surpass the U.S. standard of
living. To understand those historical and possiflaure events, it is important first to
understand what an economic system is and howsysiem affects the way people make
decisions about buying, selling, spending, savimggsting, working, and taking time for leisure
activities.

5. Population

According to the 2000 census, the United States avaation of 282,338,631 people. In
2006 the U.S. Census Bureau estimated that theedUrfitates population had reached a
milestone: 300 million people. This population cbumakes the United States the third most
populous country in the world, after China and &dNearly 5 percent of the Earth’s inhabitants
live in the United States. Historically, this natibas attracted vast numbers of immigrants from
around the globe. Yet the United States remairssdessely populated than other large countries
or other industrialized nations—in 2007 there wg&8eersons per sq km (85 per sq mi).

The population of the United States has grown oowltiisly, from 4 million at the first
national census in 1790, to 76 million in 1900282 million in 2000. Its natural growth rate in
2007 was a moderate 0.6 percent compared withfape&ent growth rate for the world. This
U.S. growth rate reflects the 14.2 births and &athkls per 1,000 people that were occurring
yearly in the United States. At this rate of growthwould take the United States 78 years to
double in population, while the world populationwa double in 55 years.

The diversity of the U.S. populace has been a soofdriction, as well. Throughout the
nation’s history, some segments of American sodietye sought to exclude people who differ
from themselves in income, race, gender, religpmiitical beliefs, or sexual orientation. Even
today, some citizens argue that recent arrivalhéoUnited States are radically different from
previous immigrants, can never be assimilated,thaefore should be barred from entry. There
are very different understandings of what makegragn an American. The nation’s motto, E
pluribus unum (“From many, one”), describes theliistic and cultural similarities of the
American people, but it falls short as a descriptb the diversities among and within the major
groups—Native Americans, those whose families hlawen Americans for generations, and
more recent immigrants. This diversity is one oféina’s distinguishing characteristics.

Questions
1. How many states are there in the USA?
2. What kind of geographical regions exist in the USA?
3. Why is the population of the US so diversed?

LECTURE 5 TheUSA
1. Government and democracy
2. Constitution

1. Government and democr acy

United States Government, the combination of fddetate, and local laws, bodies, and
agencies that is responsible for carrying out therations of the United States. The federal
government of the United States is centered in \igsin, D.C.

The institutions of all governments emerge fromibdasinciples. In the United States the
one basic principle is representative democracychvdefines a system in which the people
govern themselves by electing their own leaderg Aimerican government functions to secure
this principle and to further the common interesdtthe people.

Democracy in America is based on six essential Isde@l) People must accept the
principle of majority rule. (2) The political rightof minorities must be protected. (3) Citizens
must agree to a system of rule by law. (4) The &eghange of opinions and ideas must not be
restricted. (5) All citizens must be equal befdne taw. (6) Government exists to serve the
people, because it derives its power from the meophese ideals form the basis of the
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democratic system in the United States, which stekseate a union of diverse peoples, places,
and interests.

To implement its essential democratic ideals, thédd States has built its government on
four elements: (1) popular sovereignty, meanind tha people are the ultimate source of the
government’s authority; (2) representative govemime€3) checks and balances; and (4)
federalism, an arrangement where powers are shardifferent levels of government.

Every government has a source of its sovereigntgudhority, and most of the political
structures of the U.S. government apply the doetri popular sovereignty. In previous
centuries the source of sovereignty in some casitsias the monarchy-the divine right of kings
to rule. Americans place the source of authoritythie people who, in a democratic society,
reign. In this idea the citizens collectively reggat the nation’s authority. They then express that
authority individually by voting to elect leaders tepresent them in government. “I know no
safe repository of the ultimate powers of the dgdmit the people themselves,” wrote Thomas
Jefferson in 1820, “and if we think them not entegied enough to exercise their control with a
wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to taker them but to inform their discretion.” This
was an experimental idea at the time, but today riaaes take it for granted.

The second principle of U.S. democracy is repregiet government. In a representative
government, the people delegate their powers taotesle officials. In the United States,
candidates compete for the presidency, the Seaatethe House of Representatives, as well as
for many state and local positions. In turn thdseted officials represent the will of the people
and ensure that the government is accountabls tatikens. In a democracy, the people exercise
power through elections, which allow adult citizerighe United States the chance to have their
voices heard and to influence government. Withrtheie, they can remove officials who ignore
their intentions or who betray their trust. Poltideaders are accountable as agents of the
people; this accountability is an important featofethe American system of representative
government.

In order to truly work, however, representative gownent must represent all people.
Originally, the only people allowed to vote, andighto be represented, were white men who
owned property—a small percentage of the populatémadually, voting rights were broadened
to include white men without property, blacks, NatAmericans, naturalized immigrants, and
women.

The third principle of American democracy is thetsyn of checks and balances. The three
branches of government—the legislative, the exeeutnd the judicial—restrain and stabilize
one another through their separated functions.|@gjislative branch, represented by Congress,
must pass bills before they can become law. Theutixe branch—namely, the president—can
veto bills passed by Congress, thus preventing tinem becoming law. In turn, by a two-thirds
vote, Congress can override the president’s vel® Fupreme Court may invalidate acts of
Congress by declaring them contrary to the Corgiiiwof the United States, but Congress can
change the Constitution through the amendment psoce

The fourth principle of democracy in the United t8¢ais federalism. In the American
federal system, the states and the national govarhuiivide authority. This division of power
helps curb abuses by either the national or thie gtavernments.

2. Constitution

The Constitution of the United States is the werlnldest charter of national government
in continuous use. It was written in 1787 during @onstitutional Convention, which had been
convened in the midst of the political crisis tf@towed the American Revolution. At that time
relations were tense between the states and tlegaoentral government, the Continental
Congress. The Constitution was an effort to eaesetliensions and to create a single political
entity from the 13 independent former colonies—ttesal expressed in the motto of the United
StatesE Pluribus Unum(From Many, One). In 1788, after nine statesieatift, the Constitution
became the law of the land. With 27 amendments-dditians—it has remained so.
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Before the ratification of the Constitution, thatss were governed under the Articles of
Confederation, which served as a constitution. Wrlde articles, the central government was
much weaker than the state governments. The men drdiited the Constitution favored a
stronger central government. In the preamble—aodthiction—to the Constitution, in which
they stated their principles and purposes, the &ewsnrecognized the United States as a
government of the people, not of the states. Tlagy their purpose as forming “a more perfect
Union,” which, along with promoting the “general Nege,” would secure “the Blessings of
Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity.”

One of the principal points of contention betweles Federalists and Anti-Federalists was
the lack of an enumeration of basic civil rightstive Constitution. Many Federalists argued, as
in Federalist No. 84, that the people surrendecedghts in adopting the Constitution. In several
states, however, the ratification debate in soratesthinged on the adoption of a bill of rights.
The solution was known as the Massachusetts Comgepnm which four states ratified the
Constitution but at the same time sent recommenigsifior amendments to the Congress.

James Madison introduced 12 amendments to the €osgress in 1789. Ten of these
would go on to become what we now consider to leeBitl of Rights. One was never passed,
while another dealing with Congressional salarias wot ratified until 1992, when it became the
27th Amendment. Based on the Virginia DeclaratibiRights, the English Bill of Rights, the
writings of the Enlightenment, and the rights definn the Magna Carta, the Bill of Rights
contains rights that many today consider to be dnmehtal to America.

The First Amendment provides that Congress makiawaespecting an establishment of
religion or prohibiting its free exercise. It prote freedom of speech, the press, assembly, and
the right to petition the Government for a redrefsgrievances.

The Second Amendment gives citizens the right &5 bems.

The Third Amendment prohibits the government framartering troops in private homes,
a major grievance during the American Revolution.

The Fourth Amendment protects citizens from unreaBle search and seizure. The
government may not conduct any searches withoutraawt, and such warrants must be issued
by a judge and based on probable cause.

The Fifth Amendment provides that citizens not hbject to criminal prosecution and
punishment without due process. Citizens may ndatibé on the same set of facts twice, and are
protected from self-incrimination (the right to raim silent). The amendment also establishes the
power of eminent domain, ensuring that private progpis not seized for public use without just
compensation.

The Sixth Amendment assures the right to a speealybly a jury of one's peers, to be
informed of the crimes with which they are chargaa to confront the witnesses brought by the
government. The amendment also provides the accimgedight to compel testimony from
witnesses, and to legal representation.

The Seventh Amendment provides that civil cases lastried by jury.

The Eighth Amendment prohibits excessive bail, sgie fines, and cruel and unusual
punishments.

The Ninth Amendment states that the list of rigltsimerated in the Constitution is not
exhaustive, and that the people retain all rigbtsemumerated.

The Tenth Amendment assigns all powers not deldgatéhe United States, or prohibited
to the states, to either the states or to the peopl

The Constitution of the United States embodies gtheciple that out of many different
peoples, one national society can be created. dhaders wanted unity and stability. But they
also wanted to safeguard the rights and libertfestates and individuals by balancing power
among individuals, states, and the national govenmimThe result is a system of shared
functions designed to prevent any one element fyaming too much power.

LECTURE 6 TheUSA
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Executive branch
L egidative branch
Judicial branch
Political parties

o0ks®

Executive branch

The power of the Executive Branch is vested inRinesident of the United States, who
also acts as head of state and Commander-in-Chi¢heo armed forces. The President is
responsible for implementing and enforcing the lamr#iten by Congress and, to that end,
appoints the heads of the federal agencies, inajutie Cabinet. The Vice President is also part
of the Executive Branch, ready to assume the R¥esidshould the need arise.

The Cabinet and independent federal agencies apomsible for the day-to-day
enforcement and administration of federal laws.sEhéepartments and agencies have missions
and responsibilities as widely divergent as tho$sethe Department of Defense and the
Environmental Protection Agency, the Social SeguAiiministration and the Securities and
Exchange Commission.

The Presidenhas the power either to sign legislation into lawto veto bills enacted by
Congress, although Congress may override a veto avitwo-thirds vote of both houses. The
Executive Branch conducts diplomacy with other oragj and the President has the power to
negotiate and sign treaties, which also must bigeciby two-thirds of the Senate. The President
can issue executive orders, which direct executifieers or clarify and further existing laws.
The President also has unlimited power to extendqgre and clemencies for federal crimes,
except in cases of impeachment.

The Constitution lists only three qualifications the Presidency — the President must be
35 years of age, be a natural born citizen, and e lived in the United States for at least 14
years. And though millions of Americans vote in r@gidential election every four years, the
President is not, in fact, directly elected by pe®ple. Instead, on the first Tuesday in November
of every fourth year, the people elect the memioérthe Electoral College. Apportioned by
population to the 50 states — one for each membé#reir congressional delegation (with the
District of Columbia receiving 3 votes) — thesedies then cast the votes for President. There
are currently 538 electors in the Electoral College

By tradition, the President and the First Familyelin the White House in Washington,
D.C., also the location of the President's Ovaldg@fand the offices of the his senior staff. When
the President travels by plane, his aircraft isgieged Air Force One; he may also use a Marine
Corps helicopter, known as Marine One while thesidient is on board. For ground travel, the
President uses an armored Presidential limousingjekefficient hybrid manufactured by
General Motors.

The primary responsibility of the Vice Presidenttioé United States is to be ready at a
moment's notice to assume the Presidency if theidenet is unable to perform his duties. This
can be because of the President's death, resignatidemporary incapacitation, or if the Vice
President and a majority of the Cabinet judge tih@tPresident is no longer able to discharge the
duties of the presidency.

The Vice Presidents elected along with the President by the Elett@Qollege — each
elector casts one vote for President and anothevite President. Before the ratification of the
12th Amendment in 1804, electors only voted forskRfent, and the person who received the
second greatest number of votes became Vice Pnéside

The Vice President also serves as the Presidethteof/nited States Senate, where he or
she casts the deciding vote in the case of a Xeejf in the case of tiebreaking votes, the Vice
President rarely actually presides over the Seriaséead, the Senate selects one of their own
members, usually junior members of the majoritytypdo preside over the Senate each day.
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The Cabinets an advisory body made up of the heads of thexEsutive departments.
Appointed by the President and confirmed by theaBerthe members of the Cabinet are often
the President's closest confidants. In additiomuttning major federal agencies, they play an
important role in the Presidential line of successi after the Vice President, Speaker of the
House, and Senate President pro tempore, the firsaaression continues with the Cabinet
offices in the order in which the departments waeated. All the members of the Cabinet take
the title Secretary, excepting the head of theidruflepartment, who is styled Attorney General.

4. Legidative branch

Established by Article | of the Constitution, thedislative Branch consists of the House
of Representatives and the Senate, which togetten the United States Congress. The
Constitution grants Congress the sole authoritgrtact legislation and declare war, the right to
confirm or reject many Presidential appointmentsl substantial investigative powers.

The House of Representatives is made up of 43%eelenembers, divided among the 50
states in proportion to their total population. dddition, there are 6 non-voting members,
representing the District of Columbia, the Commoaliveof Puerto Rico, and five territories of
the United States. The presiding officer of thencher is the Speaker of the House, elected by
the Representatives. He or she is third in thedinrgiccession to the Presidency.

Members of the House are elected every two yeatsnaust be 25 years of age, a U.S.
citizen for at least seven years, and a residetiieftate (but not necessarily the district) they
represent.

The House has several powers assigned exclusivdly including the power to initiate
revenue bills, impeach federal officials, and etbet President in the case of an electoral college
tie.

The Senate is composed of 100 Senators, 2 forsatd Until the ratification of the 17th
Amendment in 1913, Senators were chosen by stgitddaures, not by popular vote. Since then,
they have been elected to six-year terms by theplpeof each state. Senator's terms are
staggered so that about one-third of the Senatm iBr reelection every two years. Senators
must be 30 years of age, U.S. citizens for at least years, and residents of the state they
represent.

The Vice President of the United States servesesident of the Senate and may cast the
decisive vote in the event of a tie in the Senate.

The Senate has the sole power to confirm thoskeeoPtesident's appointments that require
consent, and to ratify treaties. There are, howeawveay exceptions to this rule: the House must
also approve appointments to the Vice Presidendyaay treaty that involves foreign trade. The
Senate also tries impeachment cases for federalatéfreferred to it by the House.

Congress has many powers and responsibilitiesnidst important of these is lawmaking.
Lawmaking is a long and complicated process, akdstaip a large portion of representatives’
and senators’ time. Only a small percentage obth® introduced to Congress actually become
law.

In order to pass legislation and send it to thesiBemt for his signature, both the House
and the Senate must pass the same bill by majasty. If the President vetoes a bill, they may
override his veto by passing the bill again in eelsmber with at least two-thirds of each body
voting in favor.

5. Judicial branch

While the Executive and Legislative branches aeeted by the people, members of the
Judicial Branch are appointed by the Presidentcandirmed by the Senate.

Article 1l of the Constitution, which establishése Judicial Branch, leaves Congress
significant discretion to determine the shape amdctire of the federal judiciary. Even the
number of Supreme Court Justices is left to Corsgresat times there have been as few as six,
while the current number (nine, with one Chief ibestand eight Associate Justices) has only
been in place since 1869. The Constitution alsatgr&ongress the power to establish courts
inferior to the Supreme Court, and to that end Cesghas established the United States district
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courts, which try most federal cases, and 13 Un@éates courts of appeals, which review
appealed district court cases.

Federal judges can only be removed through impeaohnmby the House of
Representatives and conviction in the Senate. 3udgd justices serve no fixed term — they
serve until their death, retirement, or conviction the Senate. By design, this insulates them
from the temporary passions of the public, andwadlthem to apply the law with only justice in
mind, and not electoral or political concerns.

Generally, Congress determines the jurisdictionth&f federal courts. In some cases,
however — such as in the example of a dispute letwievo or more U.S. states — the
Constitution grants the Supreme Court originalgdigtion, an authority that cannot be stripped
by Congress.

The courts only try actual cases and controversiea party must show that it has been
harmed in order to bring suit in court. This metra the courts do not issue advisory opinions
on the constitutionality of laws or the legality aftions if the ruling would have no practical
effect. Cases brought before the judiciary typicalloceed from district court to appellate court
and may even end at the Supreme Court, althougBupeeme Court hears comparatively few
cases each year.

Federal courts enjoy the sole power to interpretléti, determine the constitutionality of
the law, and apply it to individual cases. The tauike Congress, can compel the production of
evidence and testimony through the use of a sulpddre inferior courts are constrained by the
decisions of the Supreme Court — once the Supreouet Gterprets a law, inferior courts must
apply the Supreme Court's interpretation to thé&sfata particular case.

The Supreme Court of the United States is the Isigt@urt in the land and the only part of
the federal judiciary specifically required by ti@onstitution. The Constitution does not
stipulate the number of Supreme Court Justicesntimber is set instead by Congress. There
have been as few as six, but since 1869 there bega nine Justices, including one Chief
Justice. All Justices are nominated by the Presidemfirmed by the Senate, and hold their
offices under life tenure. Since Justices do neeha run or campaign for re-election, they are
thought to be insulated from political pressure wlikeciding cases. Justices may remain in
office until they resign, pass away, or are impeacand convicted by Congress.

6. Political parties

Political parties are the most representative,usige organizations in the United States.
They are made up of citizens who may differ in raeéigion, age, and economic and social
background, but who share certain perspectives ubicqpissues and leaders. Parties are the
engines that drive the machinery of elections: Thegruit candidates for office, organize
primary elections so that party members can séheit candidates for the general election, and
support their candidates who reach the generali@hedarties also write platforms, which state
the direction that party members want the governretake. Parties have traditionally played a
crucial role in educating Americans about issuekiargetting out the vote.

For most of America’s history, a competitive twaodgasystem has prevailed, and third
parties have been the exception. This is a re$ulteoU.S. electoral system in which the winner
takes all. Since there is no proportional represdeont, losers get nothing. Thus a vote for a third
party is usually a lost vote.

Originally the Founders opposed political partieslieving them to be factions intent on
manipulating the independent will of voters. Butthg early 19th century political parties had
become the most important political organizatiamshie United States. They made certain that
their members got to the polls. They also organimembers of Congress into stable voting
blocs based on party affiliation. These blocs whitee legislators and helped the president create
a party alliance between the executive and legusldiranches. Since the mid-1850s, when the
Republican Party was formed, the two major pariresthe United States have been the
Republican and the Democratic parties. The Demioci@arty traces its beginnings to the
Jeffersonian Democratic-Republicans.
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In the 19th century, political parties were powedganough that they could often motivate
voting turnouts of over 80 percent. Today, paries less important. Slightly more than one-
third of all Americans call themselves independenith no party affiliation, and voting in
presidential contests—which traditionally have thghest turnout—has declined to 50 percent.
At the same time, the platforms of the two majortipa have shifted towards vague, moderate
positions in order to appeal to the largest nundferoters. As a result, the major parties may
appear so similar that many voters lose interest.

Within American political culture, the RepublicararB/ is considered center-right or
"conservative" and the Democratic Party is congidarenter-left or "liberal". The states of the
Northeast and West Coast and some of the GreatsLstetes, known as "blue states", are
relatively liberal. The "red states" of the Southdaparts of the Great Plains and Rocky
Mountains are relatively conservative.

Questions
What are the essential ideas of American democracy?
. What are the qualifications for the Presidency?

N

3. What types of courts exist in judiciary system?
Lecture7 USA Somefacts of history of America.

Growth and Expansion. Thefirst Americans.
European discovery. Columbus

The history of the United States is the story afreat nation that was carved out of a
wilderness by a brave and freedom - lowing peophe men and women who built the United
States came from almost every part of the worlceyTiepresented many different nationalities
and religions. Through the years, the people ard tescendants learned to live and work
together, and to take pride in being AmericanssBpirit of cooperation and pride helped make
the U.S. the huge, powerful, and its people surmamy challenges and hardships — including
dangers in the wilderness, wars, social turmoil, @onomic depressions.

As late as the 1400'’s, Indians and Eskimos wereotilg inhabitants of the Western
Hemisphere. During the next 200 years, people Seweral European countries sailed across the
Atlantic Ocean to North and South America. Amongnthwere colonists — chiefly British — who
settled along the eastern coast of North Ameridavden what are now Maine and Georgia.
These colonists built up a series of thriving setiénts. They lived under British rule for many
years. But their dedication to liberty led thendexlare their independence and form the U.S. of
America in 1776.

The American people dedicated their new natioméogrinciples of democracy, freedom,
equality, and opportunity for all. From the stahe U.S. welcomed immigrants to its shores.
Attracted by the opportunity for freedom and a deafor a better life, newcomers from many
lands poured into the U.S. by the millions. Immigma and natural growth caused the nation’s
population to mount steadily — from fewer than 3lion people in 1776 to more than 258
million people today.

As the population grew, the American people spread across North America.
Wherever they went, these pioneers worked hardrtothe wilderness into a place where they
could earn a living. They formed thriving farms paces where the soil was good. They
searched for minerals and other valuable resouaras$,established towns where they found
resources. Cities grew up along the main transpontaroutes and business and industry
prospered there. America’s rapid growth made it @inne largest nations in the world in terms
of both size and population. The country’s bustlegpnomic activity turned in into a land of
enormous wealth.
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As many as 80 million Indians may have been livimghe Americas when Columbus
reached the New World. As many as 65 million Indiéimed between what is now Mexico and
the tip of South America. As many as 15 million ilnts lived in what are now the U.S. and
Canada.

The American Indians formed hundreds of tribeshwitany different languages and
ways of life. Some tribes in the south — includimg Aztec, Inca, and Maya — established
advanced civilizations. They founded cities that Huge, magnificent buildings. They also
accumulated gold, jewels, and other riches. MosteAcan Indians north of Mexico lived in
small villages. They hunted game and raised sucpscasmaize(corn), beans, and squash.
Some tribes travelled in search of food and nestatdished permanent settlements.

Some Indian tribes of North America helped thee&liropean settlers survive in the
wilderness of the New World. But as the settlershad steadily westward, they became a threat
to the Indian way of life, and Indians and whiteséme enemies.

The Vikings. About A.D. 1000, Vikings from Greenland exploredripof the North
American mainland — probably what is now NewfoundlaCanada. Led by Leif Erickson, they
were probably the first white people to reach trermand of the continent. But the Vikings did
not establish permanent settlements, and theirgesyavere soon forgotten.

11.2. Columbus. Before Columbus voyage, Europeans did not know \t¥estern
Hemisphere existed. During the 1400’s, Europeanarbe interested in finding a short sea route
to the Far East — a region of spices and otheabédugoods.

Columbus, an Italian navigator, believed he courd & short route to the East by sailing
west. Financed by the Spanish king and queen,treagavestward from Spain on Aug. 3, 1492.
Columbus reached land on October 12, and assumbddarrived in the Far East. Actually, he
landed on San Salvador, one of the islands justoédlse North American mainland.

Columbus died in 1506. He believed that he hadceddid an unknown land in the Far
East. Other Europeans called this unexplored &eiléw Worldand honoured Columbus as its
discoverer. Europeans also called the Western Hmais America after Amerigo Vespucci.
An lItalian, Vespucci claimed he made voyages to Nesv World for Spain and Portugal
beginning in 1497.

The discovery of the existence of America cause@ee excitement in Europe. To many
Europeans, the New World offered opportunities i@alth, power, and adventure. European
rulers and merchants wanted to gain control oh#raisphere’s resources in order to add to their
wealth. Rulers also sought to gain New World teryit and thus increase their power and
importance. Christian clergymen were eager to sptieair religion to the Indians. Explorers and
others viewed the New World as a place to seekrdadiwe, as well as gain fame and fortune.
Before long, Europeans from several countries gaitzoss the Atlantic to explore America and
set up trading posts and colonies.

The English and French began exploring easternhNarterica about 1500. At first, both
nations sent only explorers and fur traders to Nesv World. But after 1600, they began
establishing permanent settlements there. The Rrsettlements were chiefly in what is now
Canada. The English settlements included the Idhaed that later became and United States.

For many years, Great Britain and France strugfgedaontrol of the land between the
Atlantic Ocean and the Mississippi River, and f@an@&da. Britain finally won out in 1763 when
it defeated France in the French and Indian War.

11.3. In the early 1600’s, the British king began gragticharters for the purpose of
establishing colonies in America. The charters wentcompanies of merchants and to
individuals calledproprietors The merchants and proprietors were responsibledomuiting
people to settle in America and, at first, for goweg them. By the mid-1700’s, most of the
settlements had been formed into 13 British coknigach colony had a governor and
legislature, but each was under the ultimate coofrthe British government.

Lecture 8 USA Some facts of history of America.
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Problemsfor discussion:

1. Thethirteen colonies.
2. Thecivil war and Reconstruction.

The 13 colonies stretched from what is nhow Mainéhm north to Georgia in the south.
They included the New England Colonies of Massaettsis Connecticut, Rhode Island, and
New Hampshire in the far north; the Middle ColonsgdNew York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
and Delaware; Virginia and Maryland along ChesapeBky; and the Southern Colonies of
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia infdresouth.

Virginia and Maryland were among the earliest Bhtcolonies. They were established
for different reasons, but they both developed utimthe same way.

Virginia began with the Jamestown settlement of 7160he London Company, an
organization of English merchants, sent the ssttleAmerica, hoping that they would find gold
and other treasures. But the settlers found ncsurea at Jamestown, and they faced great
hardships. Captain John Smith played a leadingirolkeelping the colony survive in its early
days. In about 1612, some Jamestown colonists bggaming tobacco, which the London
Company sold in Europe. The crop soon became popand — as tobacco production mounted
— Virginia prospered. New farms and settlementarspup in the colony.

Maryland was founded by the Culverts, a family adalthy English Roman Catholics.
Catholics were persecuted in England, and the @slweanted to provide a place where
Catholics could enjoy freedom. In 1632, Ceciliudv€da became proprietor of the Maryland
area. Colonists, led by Leonard Calvert, estabtishe first Maryland settlement in 1634. The
Maryland settlers also raised tobacco. As tobacodyztion increased, their colony grew and
prospered.

Puritans, originally financed by English merchambsinded the New England Colonies.
Puritans were English Protestants who faced petisacbecause of their opposition to the
Church of England, Britain’s official church.

In 1620, a group obeparatistgPuritans who had separated from the Church ofdfm!
and other colonists settled in New England. Cakddrims, they founded Plymouth Colony —
the second permanent British settlement in NortheAca. Between 1628 and 1630, Puritans
founded the Massachusetts Bay Colony at what ane Smlem and Boston. Plymouth became
part of Massachusetts Colony in 1691.

Settlers spreading out from Massachusetts fountedthiree other colonies in New
England. Connecticut was first settled in 1633 bedame a colony in 1636. Colonists settled in
Rhode Island in 1636. Rhode Island became a cdlordy47. New Hampshire, first settled in
1623, became a colony in 1680.

Life in New England centred around towns. Each kafiarmed its own plot of land, but
they all lived close together in a town. The eddgw England colonists relied on farming to
earn a living. But before long, the New Englandstarted many small industries, including
fishing, lumber, and crafts.

The Middle Colonies. Soon after British settlement started, the Duiminded New
Netherlands, a trading post and colony that inalugtbat are now New York and northern New
Jersey. They began a permanent settlement in New iMd 624 and in New Jersey in 1660. In
1638, the Swedes established a trading post atldmnseht called New Sweden in present-day
Delaware and southern New Jersey. The Dutch claifead Sweden in 1655. But in 1664, the
British — far better established in America thaa Butch — took over New Netherlands and New
Sweden.

King Charles Il of England gave the New York andaNg&ersey territory to his brother,
James, Duke of York. Friends of the duke foundegehfarming estates in northern New York.
New York City developed from the Dutch city of Nedwnsterdam in southern New York. It
became a shipping and trading centre. The Dukeook jave New Jersey to two of his friends
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who allowed much political and religious freedoms A result, New Jersey attracted many
settlers.

The Southern Colonies. In 1663, King Charles Il gave the land betweerghia and
Florida, called Carolina, to eight proprietors. ¢fiians had set up a settlement in the northern
part of Carolina about 10 years earlier. After 166arolina attracted British settlers, French
Protestants called Huguenots, and Americans frdmratolonies. In 1712, the northern two-
thirds of the region was divided into two coloni®&grth Carolina and South Carolina. North
Carolina developed as a colony of small farms amdtfading activity. In South Carolina,
wealthy landowners established rice and indigo tpteons. The plantations required many
labourers, and landowners filled this need by brniggnany blacks to the colony as slaves. The
coastal settlement of Charleston, S.C., becanghaeaport and lively social centre.

As a result of the Treaty of Paris of 1783, the mation controlled all of North America
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi Rivetveen Canada and Florida. Canada, to the
north, remained British territory. Great Britairtumed Florida to Spain, and Spain continued to
control the area west of the Mississippi River.

The original 13 colonies made up the first 13 statethe United States. Eventually, the
American land west of the Appalachian Mountains diagled into territories.

At the end of the Revolutionary War, the new natiaas still a loose confederation of
states. But in 1787, American leaders got togettmel wrote the Constitution of the United
States. The Constitution became the country’s blasicand welded it together into a solid
political unit. The men who wrote it included soofethe most famous and important figures in
American history. Among them were George Washingtod James Madison of Virginia.
Alexander Hamilton of New York, and Benjamin Frankbf Pennsylvania. The authors of the
Constitution, along with other early leaders sushlfomas Jefferson of Virginia, won lasting
fame as the Founding Fathers of the United States.

The American people began setting up a new systegowernment as soon as they
declared their independence. Each of the new stadels its own constitution before the
Revolutionary War ended. The state constitutiongegtihe people certain liberties, usually
including freedom of speech, religion, and the g@rds 1781, the states set up a federal
government under laws called the Articles of Coefation.

Glossary: inhabitants of the Western Hemisphere, Indias&jrgos, first Americans, the

Vikings Columbus, New World, is colonies, the groywaf nation, The Civil war, President
Lincoln.

Questions:

1. Who were the only inhabitants of the Western dpirere?

2. How many Indians may have been living in the Aicas when Columbus reached the New
World?

3. Who was Columbus?

4. When did Columbus die?

5. When did the English and French begin exploeiastern North America?

6. What countries did for many years strugglectamtrol of the land between the Atlantic Ocean
and the Mississippi River, and for Canada?

7. Who were among the earliest British colonieAmnerica?

Literature
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EDUCATION IN THE USA
Problems for discussion.

1. General pattern of education in the USA.
2. Elementary schools, high schools and institgtion
3. School curriculum,

The general pattern of education in the USA isgateyear elementary school. This has
been called 8-4 plan organization. It is proceedednany localities, bu nursery schools and
kindergartens. It is followed by a four-year colbegnd professional schools. This traditional
pattern, however, has been varied in many diffeveanys. The 6-3 plan consists of a six-year
elementary school, a three-year junior high scharad, a three-year senior high school. Another
variation is a 6-6 plan organization, with a siay@lementary school followed by a six-year
secondly school.

American education provides a program for childreaginning at the age of 6 and
continuing up to the age of 16 in some of the staead to 18 in others. The elementary school
in the United States is generally considered tdudhe the first six or eight grades of the
common-school system, depending upon the orgaaizaiat has been accepted for the
secondary school. It has been called the «grad®bebr the «grammar school).

There is no single governmental agency to presdobdhe American school system,
different tapes of organization and of curriculune &ried out. The length of the school year
varies among the states. Wide variation exists imdbe length of the school day. A common
practice is to have school in session from 9:002®0 in the morning and from 1:00 to 3:30 in
the afternoon, Monday through Friday. The schogl fita the lower grades is often from 30
minutes to an hour shorter. Most schools requimestitomework to be done by elementary
pupils.

There are eight years of elementary schooling.élémentary school is followed by four
years of secondary school, or high school. Oftenléist two years of elementary and the first
years of secondary school are combined into a jungh school.

The school year is nine months in length, begigrearly in September and continuing
until about the first of June, with a vacation el or two at Christmas time and sometimes a
shorter one in spring. There are slight variatifnosn place to place. Students enter the first
grade at the age of sex and attendance is compulsanost states until the age of sixteen or
until the student has finished the eighth grade.

The elementary schools turned to be mall. The Isighools are generally larger and
accommodate pupils from four or five elementaryostf. A small town generally has several
elementary schools and one high school. In somal mommunities the one-room country
school house exists. Here may be found from fivementy-five pupils in grades one through
eight, all taught by the same teacher.

Admission to the American high school is automaiic completion of the elementary
school. During the four year high school program student studies four or five major subjects
per year, and classes in each of these subjects forean hour a day, five days a week. In
addition, the student usually has classes in phlysiducation, music, and art several times a
week. If he fails a course, he repeats only thatrsmand not work of the entire year. Students
must complete a certain number of courses in dalexceive a diploma, or a certificate to
graduation.

Institutions of higher learning supported by pulblinds are not absolutely free. The state
colleges and universities charge a fee for tuibomegistration. This fee is higher for those who
come from outside the stately working one's wagugh college is commonplace.

28



Usually there is no admission examination requivgdh state university for those who
have finished high school within the state. Somesira certain scholastic average, or average of
high school grades.

Private colleges and universities, especially #ngdr, well-known ones such as Harvard,

Princeton, and Yale, have rigid scholastic requeets for entrance, including an examination.
It usually takes four years to meet the requiresémt Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science
degree. A Master of Arts or Master of Science degnay be obtained in one or two additional
years. The highs academic degree is the Doctohibdgdphy. It may take any number of years
to complete the original research work necessaapstain this degree.

From Hawaii to Delaware, from Alaska to Louisiaeach of the 50 states in the USA
has its own laws regulation education. From statstdte some laws are similar, others are not.
For example, all states require young people endtschool.

Though there is no national curriculum in the Uditgtates, certain subjects are taught
across the country. Almost every elementary schmolides instruction in these subjects:
mathematics, language arts (a subject that inclugesling, grammar, composition and
literature), penmanship, science, social studiesubject that includes history, geography,
citizenship and economics), music, art and physathlcation. In many elementary schools,
courses in the use of computers have been intrdddgel in some cases, a foreign language is
offered! in the upper elementary school. Not aliaus offer any foreign language course, if
they do, it usually lasts for no longer than halfear. In general, it is not necessary to study a
foreign language to get a high school diploma. iBahe plans to enter a college or university ,
one should study a foreign language for no less tiva years.

It has become common for the college program tdibeled into broad fields, such as
Ingrates and mathematics, and the fine arts. Maligges require all freshmen and sophomores
to take one or two full-year courses in each oé¢hfields. Certain courses, such as English or
history, may be required for all, with some electpermitted in the other fields.

Higher educational institutions usually are goverbg a board of regents or a board of
trustees.

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1.What is the general pattern of education in tBA®
2. What are the variations of the traditional 8la@ng?

3.When do children begin to go to school?

4. What is the length of the school year in the GSA

LECTURE — 10 CULTURE AND HOLIDAYS

Problems for discussion

1. New year's day.

2. Independence Day

3. Thanksgiving

4. John Trumbull (1756-1843)
5.Winslow Hommer (1836-1910)

Holidays are most widely observed in the Unitedt€3taln most states banks, post-offices and
most places of business are closed on these hslatays.
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1. New years day - January 1 - a legal holidaylistates and Districts of Columbia.

2. Memorial Day - May 30 is also known as Decorafizay . It is devoted to the memory of the
Civil War heroes.

3. Independence Day - July 4. The day of the Adoptif Declaration of Independence in 1776.
It is celebrated in all states and territories.

4. Labor Day - is celebrated nationally on the fodrhursday in November . It was proclaimed a
national holiday by president Lincoln in 1863.

5. Thanksgiving - December 25, the most widelylmelted holiday . Christmas customs are old.
Santa Claus bring souvenirs, gifts for the children

6. February 12 - Lincoln's Birthday, sixteenth Rtest of the United States.

7. February 22 - Washington's Birthday, the fingddent of the United States.

8. Independence day 4, July - Commemorating theirgigof the American Declaration of
Independence on July 4.

9. October 12. Columbus Day - Commemorating theiday®42. When Christopher Columbus
discovered America.

The first of May was coming. This Day of Worker'sli8arity is of great inmortance to
American workers. This holiday was born in 188&Cinicago, when a mass demonstration was
organized in support of an eight-hour working day.

Since 1928 the young pioneers of America also @molactive part in the celebration of
May 1. They organized school strikes on that dag did not attend lessons. Hundreds of
children in many towns and cities on the First chyMook part in works' demonstration and
meetings. The young pioneers of school humber 64 décided to hold a meeting before the
first on May, but the principal Mr. Arnold callethe police which dispersed the meeting. A
group of pioneers was arrested and taken awayermtiice car. Soon the police let them go
home. The pioneers promised to stop the activity.tBe next day they rode a number of leflets
and hung them in the school corridor. They rodié ot to go on May 1 and come to Madison
Square garden to the workers meeting.

Halloween is both a Britain and an American holiday Britain it is celebrated in
Scotland and Wales. In the United States it isbraled in many towns and villages. It is a
holiday for children and young people.

In the evening of October 31 boys and girls «Drgss in different old clothes and wear
masks. As the night is usually quite dark they také them a lantern made from a pumpkin. On
an empty pumpkin they cut out slits for two eyesioge and a mouth and put a ligted candle
inside. The pumpkin then looks like a jeering fagéh burning eyes. The children go from
house to house and knock at the doors, callingk<ort treat». This means that they will pay no
tricks on you «treat» them - ask them in and ghent sweets and fill their bags with fruit and
cakes or anything else they like. In England andthe United States February 14 is
St.Valentine's Day. Boys and girls send «Valentints their friends. A Valentine is a little
poem or some kind of words on it: I'll be your stieart, if you are mine. All of my life I'll be
your Valentine.

Schoolchildren enjoy buying or making Valentines floeir friends and teachers; very
often they write on the Valentine «From guess wtame the person who receives it must guess
the name of the sender . In schools boys and mialse a gaily decorated box with a slit on the
top where they can «post» their Valentines. Usugdigh classroom has such a box, at the end of
the school day they open the box, take out thentimles than the other children fell very happy.
For very many centuries the first of April was &/ ad laughing and jokes. The day is kept in
many countries, not only in Britain and the USA.STIs a day to play jokes and make people
laugh. Nobody knows when was the beginning of thigom. Some people connect it with made
people merry and ready to play jokes.
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In Scotland young people were sent for hen's teethird's milk and everybody laughed
when they couldn't find such things. In the USA @rdain someone could place a sign on a
person's back with the words «push me». Childréenaell a grown up that his sock is torn or
he has something blach on his face, and then stiuil Fool». There is also the old pursue
trick. A purse is string luing in the street, butem someone wants to take it, it is quickly pulled
back by a string, which the hidden joker holds is hand. Or the purse may be filled with
stones.

Sometimes invitations are sent to people askingittee come and visit somebody, but
when they come they see that nobody expects theme $eople like to telephone to the Zoo on
that day and ask for Mr. Fish, Miss Fox or Mrs. .Gt these jokes are very old but still they
make people laugh.

In some places tricks are played only in the mayroh April 1. Then if anyone tries to
fool someone later that day or on the next, heaswith these words:

«April Fool is past, And you are the biggest Fadbat».

There are different artists and painters in théucelof United States. One the greatest is
Benjamin West (1738- 1820) . Young Benjamin Westenesaw artists painting, but he learned
how to make one. Whenever had a drawing lessonhgdiecame American's first important
artist.

Benjamin West lived over two hundred years agoy ialadelphia, Pensylvania. His family

was poor and Benjamin didn't have much change ttogechool. One day a wonderful thing

happened. A gentlemen gave him a box materialsoba was painting beautiful pictures. His
pictures attracted much attention. A few yearsrlatee of his friends sent him to Europe. There
he saw some of the greatest pictures in the wetkdworked hard and did so well as an artist
that King of England made him knight. That was liighest honour the king could pay him. He
was called sir Benjamin West. All artists beforenfaenin West had painted pictures of people
dressed in robes. Benjamin West was the first totpgactures of people dressed in their own
clothes. This attracted a great deal of attentiber@ver his pictures were exhibited.

Benjamin had many Indian friends. Perhaps his @iséip with the Indians caused him to
paint one of his most famous pictures. It is saledn's Treaty with the Indians.

John Trumbull was the first American artist to proe history paintings dealing with
contemporary American events (many of these pastiwere begun in England under the
guidance of Benjamin West). Trumbull served in @@ntinental army from 1775 to 1777. For a
brief time he was Washington's aide-decamp. Hechdemilitary at the age of twenty one. He
reverted to his early interest, painting and puilstiéor a time in America. Chiefly in Boston
and then from 1780, in London. His studies theréh \Bienjamin West interrupted by his arrest
as a suspected spy, followed by an eight-monthigopment. After he was freed, he returned
America. In 1784 Trumbull was back in London, onoare studying under West/ He remained
there until 1789. It was there that he began tokvaor his paintings of the great battles. In the
twelve battle scenes painted between 1786 and Ti#®&dnbull caught with masterly skill the
excitement and sweep of the campaigns.

In 1794 Trumbull sailed again for London, this tiasesecretary to John Jay, he remained
abroad until 1804. After one more period in Londb808-1816, he settled finally in America. In
1818, when he was past sixty and his powers astishwaere on the wane, Trumbull was finally
commissioned to pain a secries of Revolutionary Weenes for the Capitol rotunda in
Washington.

Winslow Hammer, one of the greatest American pant@as a essentially a self-taught
artist. At the outbreak of the Civil War Hammer acpanied the army on several campaigns as
a pictorial correspondent. His first important pgig Prisoners from the Front was finished in
1866 and made him one of the most well-known pesnite America. His post- war paintings
dealt with American country life: farm scenes, dhein, pretty girls, summer resorts. He
paintings increasingly failed to please the tadteGidded Age America, His subject matter
offended genteel taste. In the eyes of contempaosaiter, Henry James, his paintings seemed
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hopelessly unfinished and ugly. Homer's democratitude manifested itself in his interest in
the life of the American Negroes whom he paintetthware sympathy.

In the nineties subject matter and his style umdent a change . He concentrated on the
elemental in nature and mankind: the mountainsfdhest and particularly the sea. He painted
woodsmen, fishermen, sailors. His central theme man's relation ship to nature. He was a
«pictorial poet of outdoor life of America, of tipgoneer spirit that survived in those who lived
close to nature» (LIloyd Goodrich). Homer compleighyored the life of the privileged classes of
society, and devoted his art to the common people.

The American theatre is over 200 years old, bust@ndtly native drama has been in
developing. The American theatre reflects the wané the American scene. Modern American
drama was born in Province town in 1915. Americanggpal contributions to theatre are: the
development of the musical show. Many thousandfopeances of old and new places are
presented annually. In New York City alone there albout 150 new professional productions
each year. In addition, many performances by psidesls and semi-professionals are given in
schools, clubs, universities and drama schools.

The centre of the US theatrical World is in a settof New York arty on a near
Broadway. Only two theatres are to be found in Bveay. Thirty of New York theatre's are on
the streets running east and wheat of Broadwaycesmn Broadway is the sweetest thing . The
American say there is no success like it.

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS:

1.What is the most popular holiday in USA and wisei celebrated?
2. What do the USA do on Boxing Day?

3. What is the name of New Year's Eye in USA?

4. When is Guy Fawkes Night celebrated?

5.Who was JOHN TRUMBULL?

6.John Trumbull activity?

7.When WINSLOW HOMMER was born?

8.Winslow's activity?
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