






To many people in many cultures, music is an important part of

their way of life. Ancient Greek and Indian philosophers defined music as
tones ordered horizontally as melodies and vertically as harmonies.



Music was an important part of social and cultural
life in Ancient Greece. Musicians and singers played a
prominent role in Greek theater. Mixed-gender choruses
performed for entertainment, celebration, and spiritual
ceremonies. Instruments included the double-reed aulos
and a plucked string instrument, the lyre, principally the
special kind called a kithara. Music was an important part of
education, and boys were taught music starting at age six.
Greek musical literacy created a flowering of music
development. Greek music theory included the Greek
musical modes, that eventually became the basis for
Western religious and classical music. Later, influences from
the Roman Empire, Eastern Europe, and the Byzantine
Empire changed Greek music.



Asian music covers the music cultures of Arabia, Central Asia,
East Asia, South Asia, and Southeast Asia. Chinese classical
music, the traditional art or court music of China, has a history
stretching over around three thousand years. It has its own
unique systems of musical notation, as well as musical tuning
and pitch, musical instruments and styles or musical genres.



With 20th century music,
there was a vast increase in music
listening as the radio gained
popularity and phonographs were
used to replay and distribute
music. The focus of art music was
characterized by exploration of
new rhythms, styles, and sounds.
Igor Stravinsky, Arnold
Schoenberg, and John Cage were
all influential composers in 20th
century art music. The invention
of sound recording and the ability
to edit music gave rise to new sub-
genre of classical music, including
the acousmatic



Jazz evolved and became an important genre of music over the
course of the 20th century, and during the second half of that century,
rock music did the same. Jazz is an American musical artform that
originated in the beginning of the 20th century in African American
communities in the Southern United States from a confluence of
African and European music traditions. The style's West African
pedigree is evident in its use of blue notes, improvisation, polyrhythms,
syncopation, and the swung note.

Jazz has, from its early 20th century inception, spawned a
variety of subgenres, ranging from New Orleans Dixieland (1910s) to
1970s and 1980s-era jazz-rock fusion.

Rock music is a genre of popular music that developed in the
1960s from 1950s rock and roll, rockabilly, blues, and country music.
The sound of rock often revolves around the electric guitar or acoustic
guitar, and it uses a strong back beat laid down by a rhythm section of
electric bass guitar, drums, and keyboard instruments such as organ,
piano, or, since the 1970s, analog synthesizers and digital ones and
computers since the 1990s. Along with the guitar or keyboards,
saxophone and blues-style harmonica are used as soloing instruments.



Classical music
Since the Baroque era the violin (Baroque violin) has been one of the most
important of all instruments in classical music, for several reasons. The tone
of the violin stands out above other instruments, making it appropriate for
playing a melody line. In the hands of a good player, the violin is extremely
agile, and can execute rapid and difficult sequences of notes. Indeed, the
violin seems to lend itself to virtuosity more than any other instrument (its
only possible rival is the piano), and top violinists have amazed their
audiences with their skill since the 17th century.



The usual representation
of "popular music" is
music belonging to any of
a number of musical
styles that are accessible
to the general public and
are disseminated by one
or more of the mass
media.



Musicology has sometimes classified music
according to a trichotomic distinction, e.g.,
referred to by musicologist Philip Tagg as one of
an "axiomatic triangle consisting of 'folk', 'art'
and 'popular' musics.
Art music (or "serious music") primarily refers
to classical traditions including contemporary
as well as historical classical music forms, or
others listed at List of art music traditions
(including non-European classical music),
which focus on formal styles, invite technical
and detailed deconstruction and criticism, and
demand focused attention from the listener
Traditional music is the modern name for what
used to be called "folk music", before the term
"folk music" was expanded to include a lot of
non-traditional material. The defining
characteristics of traditional music are:
Oral transmission: The music is passed down,
or learned, through singing and listening and
sometimes dancing
Cultural basis: The music derives from and is
part of the traditions of a particular region or
culture.





The Backstreet Boys (sometimes referred to as BSB[1]) are an
American vocal group, formed in Orlando, Florida in 1993. The band
originally consisted of A. J. McLean, Howie Dorough, Brian Littrell,
Nick Carter and Kevin Richardson. They rose to fame with their debut
international album, Backstreet Boys (1996). In the following year,
they released their second international album, Backstreet's Back
(1997) and their debut album in the United States which continued
the group's success worldwide. They rose to superstardom with their
album Millennium (1999) and its follow-up album, Black & Blue
(2000). After a three-year hiatus, the band regrouped and have
released their comeback album: Never Gone (2005), as well as two
further albums Unbreakable (2007) and This Is Us (2009).




