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Erm etova Jam ila  Ism ailovna, Karim ova Faroxat Sattorbergan kizi
(Urganch, Uzbekistan) 

STYLISTIC ANALYSES OF LULLABIES IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK 
LANGUAGES

The subject of stylistics has so far not been definitely outlined. It will not be 
an exaggeration to say that among the various branches of General Linguistics the 
most obscure in content is undoubtedly stylistics. There is widely held view that the 
style is the correspondence between thought and expression. The notion is based 
on the assumption that of the two functions of the language, communication and 
expression of ideas, the latter finds its proper materialisation in strings of sentences 
especially arranged to convey the ideas and lso to get the desired response.

“Style is a quality of language which communicates presicely emotions or 
thoughts, or a system of emotions or thoughts, peculiar to the author." [1,71]

“A current definition of style and stylistics, “ writes A. Hill, “ is that structures, 
sequences and patterns which extend, or may extend, beyond the boundaries of 
individual sentences define style and that the study of them is stylistics.” [2, 54].

In this article we will illustrate the stylistic analyse of two types of lullabies 
such as h is to rica l and m en’s.

In terjection •*------Hush, little Baby, don't say a word,
Mama's gonna buy you a Mockingbird.— ► Rhythm

And i f  that mockingbird don't sing,
Mama's gonna buy you a diamond ring— ► Epithet

And  if that diamond ring turns brass,
Mama's gonna buy you a looking glass.

Polysendeton+----- And  if that looking glass is broke,
Mama's gonna buy you a billy goat,

And  if that billy goat won't pull,
Mama's gonna buy you a cart and a bull.

A nd  if that cart and bull turn over,
Mama's gonna buy you a dog named Rover.

A nd  if that dog named Rover won't bark, Onomatopoeia —► Mama's gonna 
buy you a horse and a cart.

A nd  if that horse and cart fall down,
You'll still be the sweetest little  baby  in town town E p ithe t— ►
As all lullaby texts are written in richly poetic language, stylistic devices 

abound in English lullabies. In this dissertation stylistic devices will be analysed in 
its broadest sense to refer to all typesof English and Uzbek lullabies. As far as 
Classical lullabies are concerned, a variety of stylistic devices can be found 
including lexical, phonetic and syntactic stylistic devices. This can be briefly 
illustrated by following examples of rhythm , ep ithe t, polysendeton, 
onom atopoeia  and in te rjec tions in classic lullabies.

Hush -interjection showing to be quiet towards the baby. At the beginning 
of every other line the same conjunction-and- is used. The combination of words 
‘w ord  and m ockingbird ’ is presented as rhythm  in the first and second lines. In 
the phrase Diamond ring ’ diamond describes the ring in the form of epithet.
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Besides, as an example of phonetic stylistic devices, onom atopoeia, there is a 
reference to the dog’s bark’.

Interjection Hush * — a by Baby 
On the Tree Top,
When the  W ind b low s — ► Parallel construction 
The Cradle will rock 
When the  Bough breaks
The Cradle will fall,
Down tumbles Baby,
Cradle and all.
This example of classic lullabies is a good illustration of both lexical and 

syntactic stylistic device. For example, when the Wind blows  and when the 
Bough breaks are considered to be paralle l construction .

We will review the same stylistic analyze in historical type of Uzbek lullabies 
in the pages that follow. In this example s ifa tlash  id est epithet can be met. In the 
phrase Shirin bolam’ the word sh irin ’ describes the child and forms sifatlash in 
Uzbek language.

1. Dadang hozir urushda-yo, alla,
Vatan uchun yurishda-yo, alla,
Fashistga qiron so lsin-o , alla,
Baxtingga omon qo lsin-o , alla,
Alla bolam-o, alla,
Shirin bolam -o, alla.
2. Alla bolam, der ekan-o, alla,
Urush qursin, der ekan-o, alla,
Urush bo’lgan joylarda-yo, alla,
Polvonlari zo’r ekan-o, alla.
Jonalntirish M------  O’t yoqsam tutun o’ralar-o, alla,
Yetimlar eshikdan mo’ralar-o, alla,
sim ile Quloqday nonga zor bolam-o, alla, A lliteration
Davronni surar to ’ralar-o, alla. ^  s
The phrase ‘tutun o ’ra lar’ in the second example is jon lan tirish  that is 

person ifica tion . ‘tutun’ -sm oke ‘o ’ ra lam oq’ or ’o ’rlam oq’ [3, 167] - to  collect in 
one place. In the word ‘Quloqday’ the suffix '-day’shows that it is o ’xsha tish  in 
Uzbek language and corresponds to s im ile  in English language. It helps to increase 
the sentimentality of lullabies. A llite ra tion , the combination of consonant letters-‘r ‘ 
and ‘l ’, is common as it is poetic language. As a phonetic stylistic device we can 
meet assonance which is the collection of vowel ‘o ’ in the third and fourth lines in 
the first text and the vowel ‘ i ’ in the third example.

Moreover, epistro fa-the usage of the same word at the beginning and the 
end of quatrain, can be met in this text. The quatrain starts with the word ‘A lla ’ at 
the beginning and finishes with the same word again.

One of the significant findings to emerge from this study is that lexical and 
phonetic stylistic devices are widely-used in this type of English and Uzbek 
lullabies.

Regarding to the stylized type of English lullabies, epithet is common for this 
type. Tartan bonnet and tartan trews -a re  the examples of epithet. Tartan is a

Assonans

Sifatlash

Epistrofa

48



«MODERN SCIENTIFIC CHALLENGES AND TRENDS»
s c i e n c e c e n t r u m .p l ISSUE 2 ISBN 978-1-9997898-5-5

pattern of different coloured straight lines crossing each other at 90-degree angles, 
or a cloth with this pattern. Bonnet is a type of hat that covers the ears and is tied 
under the chin, worn by babies. [5, 1531] In both examples, the word ‘ tartan’ is 
used to depict the bonnet-a type of baby’s hat and trews-trousers. The second 
quatrain features po lysyndeton - With blue ribbons, with a hush-a-bye and a 
lullaby- the deliberate usage of conjunctions in order to combine similar sentence 
parts [6,230]

I’ ll buy you a tartan bonnet, Epithet -------►
And some feathers to put on it,
Tartan trews and a phillibeg,
Because you are so like your daddy 
Tom shall have a new bonnet,
Polysendeton -4------- - With blue ribbons  to tie on it,
With a hush-a-bye and a lullaby,
Who so like to Tommy’s daddy
Now we aim to unravel some of the mysteries surrounding huyyas in Uzbek 

lullabies that can be equivalent for stylized ones.
Kattargin bolam, huyya,
O’ynab o’sgin, bolam, huyya,
Ulg’ayursan bir kuni, huyya,
Sinekdoxa -4----------  Qo’ldan ishimni olursan, huyya,
Huyya bolam, huyya.
Undov s o ’z -4-----  Hay deganda man aytayin borini,
Chillada ko’r baland tog ’ning cho ’ktirilgan qorini, ------- ^  Jonlantirish
Sifatlash  -4-----------  Savdogarlar bejab tortar torini,
Nori o’lsa sh o ’r i  qisar barini, Metafora

The results of this investigation show that Uzbek lullabies with the same type 
named huyya are abundant in lexical stylistic devices such as s inekdoxa, sifatlash, 
jonlantirish, metafora and undov so’zlar. ‘Qo’l ’ -  hand-a part of body -  refers to the 
future and the father wants his son to occupy his profession. Thus, he means the 
job by using the phrase ‘qo ’ldan ish im ni o lursan’. The second quatrain has a 
variety of lexical devices. For example, ‘Hay4nterjection showing exclamation of 
the speaker, baland  to g ’’-sifatlash (epithet), the phrase ‘cho ’ktirilgan q o r’ depicts 
the snow as if it were sunk under the water like a person and forms the 
person ifica tion . According to the book ‘O’zbek tilining izohli lug’ati’, ‘no r’-‘strong 
and brave man’ [3, 59] in connotative meaning and in this text it also refers to the 
sons of the aforementioned people and sh o ’r  - ‘suffering, misery, and 
unhappiness’. Clearly both ‘n o r’ and ‘sh o ’r ’ form m etaphors by implying the 
person and suffering.

Yig’i lullabies include mostly rhetorical questions. In fact, mother is 
expressing her sorrows by remembering her son’s clothes. Bolam k o ’y lag i 
ko ’kmidi, Kamarcha bog ’i  y o ’qm id i,’ mother knows that her child’s dress was 
blue and it had a belt. In the expression ‘Sheramardlar y o ’qm id i’- sheramard 
refers to brave people. However she is inquiring into his son with the aim of his 
survival by using rhetorical questions. Although she realizes that it is impossible she 
hopes his son to be with her again with the phrase ‘Rahmi kelmasmikan-o’.

Huyya bolam, huyya.
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Epifora - alla-yo, alla-comes at the end of each line. An example of s im ile  
Kamarcha’ can be found in the text. The suffix ‘-c h a ’ forms simile. The singer 
uses metaphor wishing to be a ‘bulbuligo’yo’ id est ‘nightingale’.

Taking everything into consideration, English lullaby texts abound in 
syntactic stylistic devices in comparison to Uzbek lullaby texts, which have more 
lexical stylistic devices. In general, English people use similar, sometimes the same 
lexical units to denote metaphor as in Uzbek lullabies. As for phonetic stylistic 
devices, Uzbek lullabies outnumber English lullabies in terms of alliteration, 
assonance and rhythm. To conclude, Uzbek lullabies apply to more lexical stylistic 
devices than English does whereas it uses more phonetic and stylistic devices than 
Uzbek language.
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